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n of Three Parts. The Firſt relates to our 


Ty by preſent Civil. Eſtabliſhment : And Endeavours 
to State the Cauſe, between the Proteſtant Branches of 
our, Royal Family; and the Popiſh. The Second main- 


tains the Right in All Civil Governments, to preſerve 
Themſelves againſt Perſons in Eccleſiaſtical Offices; as 


well as Others. The Third concerns the very Vitals of 
True Religion: and is, in Truth, the Cauſe between 


1 Chriſt; and Thoſe, who profeſing Themſelves 


CCC 
ſelves in His Place; and aſſume the Authority of their 


* 


Pe the Firſt Part, I have kept my ſelf to what is of 


immediate importance to the Queſtion, and avoided eve- 


7y Thing which might only ſerve to keep the Mind of the 
Reader from the Main Point. Particularly, I have neg- 
lected ſo much as to mention the Perſori, who pretends to 
be the Son of. the late King James: or to concern my ſelf, 
whether that King really had a Son; whether, if He 
bad, That Son lived; whether This be He, or Another 


ſubſtituted in his rm; and the like. And my Reaſons are, 


becauſe Theſe Particulars are Matter of Dil 
Him, and the reſt of the Popiſh Line, full as much as be- 


tween Him, and the Proteſtant Line; becauſe the Contro- 


verſy is (not between the Whole Proteſtant Line, and 
- TED 5 Him, 
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Him, but) between the Whole Proteſtant Line, au 
the Whole Popiſh Line; and becauſe the Right of our 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment depending entizely upon the Right 
_ of Excluding the Whole Popiſh Line, it muſt ſuffer, 
T fear, by Excluding the Pretender alone, upon ſuch 
Topicks, as,manifeſtly ſerve to mg, alive the bo oh- 
tion of a Claim Fill rightfully lodged in the Other 
Branches of the Popiſh Line, e 


© In the La Furt, the Greateſt Satiefattith 7 
have, (after having dindicated the Right of the Civil 
Power to all Neceſſary Self-Defenſe,) is, in declaring 
to All Chriſtians their Right to look into the Goſpel, 

themſelves, to 1 * upon Chriſt alone for. their Reli- 
gion; and upon his Final Determination alone, for 
their Salvation; and, in the mean while, to eſteem it 

a ſmall Matter, to be judged of Man's Judgment: 

well knowing that Nothing but this Wide and Strong 

Foundation well aid, can efectuallj guard againſt thoſe 
Schemes, or Platforms, of a Superſtitious Tyranny, 

which may to ſome appear harmleſs at firſt; but from 
which, in truth, the whole Dreadtul Fabrick of Popery 
bath, by degrees, grown up to its full Strength and Ma- 


Another Part may perhaps follow, in due time, if it 
% ⁵ ano ow 
In the. mean while, I have addreſs d. This to the 
Chriſtian Laity ; becauſe They muſt think Themſelves 
Ifinitely concern'd in Every Part of it, if They have any 
Regard le for Themſelves; their Eſtates; their 
Bodies; their Souls ; their Children; and their lateff 
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" PrincieLEs and Practices 
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OF THE 


NONJURORS, Oe. 


ver yet experienced in any Nation 
of the World, by the Public and 


Iength ink it time to open the Sceae, for which 
They have been long preparing the Way, in a 


more cover'd and private manner. Whether They 


imagine that All the Lenity with which They have | 
hitherto been treated, hk been nothing elſe but 
Fear and a Conſciouſneſs of V rong ; or that their 


own Cauſe is for ever loſt, if this Grif 5 of Time be 
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Patience and Indulgence, as was ne- 


Avowed Enemies of it's Govern- 
ment; The Nonjurors now at 
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Him, but) between the Whole Proteſtant Line, and 
the Whole Popiſh Line; and becauſe the Right of our 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment depending entirely upon the Right 
of Excluding the Whole Popiſh Line, it muſt ſuffer, 
I fear, by Excluding the Pretender alone, upon ſuch 
Topicks, as,manifeſtly ſerve to keep alive the Suppoh- 
tion of a Claim ill rightfully lodged in the Other 
Branches of the Popiſh Line, e 


I the Laft Part, the Greateſt Satisfaction T 
bave, (after baving vindicated the Right of the Civil 
Power to all Neceſſary Self-Defenſe,) is, in declaring 
to All Chriſtians their Right to look into the Goſpel, 
them ſelves; to 1 * upon Chrift alone for their Reli- 
gion; and upon his Final Determination alone, for 
their Salvation; and, in the mean while, to efttem it 
a ſmall Matter, to be judged. of Man's Judgment: 
well knowing that Nothing but this Wide and Strong 
Foundation well laid, can effequally guard againſt thoſe 
Schemes, or Platforms, of a Superſtitious Tyranny, 
which may to ſome appear harmleſs at firſt; but from 
which, in truth, the whole Dreadtul Fabrick of Popery 
bath, by degrees, grown up to its full Strength and Ma- 
Another Part may perhaps follow, in due time, if it 
== GT INT 
In the. mean while, I have addreſs d This to the 
Chriſtian Laity ; becauſe They muſt think Themſelves 
infimtely concern'd in Every Part of it, if They have any 
Regard #1 for Themſelves; their Eſtates; their 
Bodies; their Souls; their Children; and their lateff 
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OF THE 


FTE R near Thirty Tears of ſuch 
Patience and Indulgence, as was ne- 


of the World, by the Public and 
IDE Avowed Enemies of it's Govern- 


imagine that All the Lenity with which They have 


\ hitherto been treated, hath been nothing elſe but 


Fear and a Conſciouſneſs of Wrong ; or that their 
own Cauſe is for ever loſt, if this Crifzs of Time be 
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ver yet experienced in any Nation 


—— Ment; The Nonjurors now at 
Tength think it time to open the Scee, for which 

They have been long preparing the Way, in a 
more cover'd and private manner. Whether They 
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7 2 ry 
not laid hold on; or that the Feldene and Mad- 
neſs of Men, at this Time, have fitted Them for 
any Impreſſions: Whatever it be; The Eſta- 
bliſbment is now openly and directly charged 
with the Want of all Right. Their Cauſe is 
now publickly declared to be the Cauſe of God. 
The Church is made a principal part of the Ar- 
gument, The words Unity, Schiſm, Altar, Ex- 


communication, Damnation, and the like, "ue 


thrown about in ſuch a manner, as to con- 


found the Underſtandings of Honeſt Men of | 


low Capacities ; to excite the Rage of the Tu- 
multuous and Wicked ; and to be Engines of | 


Deſtruction in the Hands of the Deſigning and | 


Crafty, as well amongſt Trofs [rd Papiſir, as 
Others. 


In theſe Circumſtances, I have a Mind, as 
far as I am able, to point out to Yu the true | 
Way of judging of what They are now per- | 
petually offering to You upon theſe Heads; | 

to lead you to ſuch Principles and Maxims, 3s 
will be found True in themſelves; and eaſily ap- | 

plied to every Difficulty upon theſe Subjects, 
which is now, or may be, from time to time, 
thrown in your way. But then, I will endea- 
vour to do this in ſuch a manner, as to make 
it a laſting Foundation for you to go upon; 
and to lay down nothing, but what will effectu- 
ally, and for ever, be of Service in this Cauſe. 
Iwill not, merely for a preſent Occaſion, make 
uſe of any Arguments, which, in the Event, 

are the Great Strength of our Enemies them- 
ſelves. Iwill not allow them, upon any Terms, 


that 


(2) 


that our preſent Civil Eſtabliſhment is unlawful ; 
or that Lay-Deprivations are invalid: Becauſe 
know how impoſſible it 1s for Thoſe whom they 


generally attack, to extricate Themſelves out of 
the Conſequences which are drawn from thoſe 


Two Points. I will not go upon any Prece- 
dents, or Examples, of Mere Submi//ron, either 
to Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Goverours ;, becauſe this 


again reſolves it ſelf into that Suppoſition. TI will 


not be at all concern'd whether the Facolites, 
remaining Jacobites, can be perſwaded to fre- 
uent our Churohes; becauſe, I am indeed of 


the Mind of Thoſe amongſt Themſelves, who 


thought their own Cauſe wou'd be better pro- 
| Pagated, in that Method, than by an Open 
Schiſm. As for their Souls; I leave them in the 


Hands of that God, who ſees their Hearts: And 


as for their External Communion with Us, whilſt 
I they retain their main Principles; I think it 


wou'd be of worſe Conſequence to the Public 


Intereſt, than their Declared Separation. Nor 
_ ſhall I apply my ſelf to any Others, merely upon 
the Foundation of their having taken the Oaths 


to the preſent Government : Well knowing that the 


Nonjurors find an ealy Account, in proving to 


any Men of common Underſtandings, that the 
having taken an Oath, which They are ſince 


perſuaded They find reaſon to repent of, is no 


Argument for the keeping it; and that the beſt 
reparation They can make for it, when they 
come to judge it an Unlawful and Wicked Obli- 
gation, is to act contrary to it, as ſoon as 
poſſible. 9 5 
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I do not ſay this, to reflect at all upon any. 
Other Worthy Perſons, who think it fitting to 
take theſe Methods. Nor do I deny but that 
ſome particular Perſons may poſlibly be kept by 
them, for the preſent, from joining Themſelves 
to Our Adverſaries. But even this Good cannot 
be certain and laſting, whilſt the Main Principles 
of their Cauſe, are allowed to be Honourable. 
and Righteous. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a Perſon 
be perſwaded that it is barely lateful to ſubmit 
to a De. Fado Government, Intereſt, or Humour, 
may make him for the preſent, barely ſubmit to 
it. But as ſoon as the Scale of Intereſt, or 
Humour, is turn'd, this will not convince Him 
that He muſt ſo much as ful mit to it. It 
may ſtill be true, that it is likewiſe law- 
ful not to ſubmit to it. Nay, It may be ſtill. 
true, that it is more Honourable, and Pratſe- 
worthy, to be faithful to that Authority, which | 
is, De Jure, entitled to his SubjeFion. And this, | 
I fear, is forgot in the mean while, that, for the 
very few that may be kept from them, and | 
that only for a Seaſon, by ſuch Methods, there 
are very Many, who are not only perverted, but 
ſtrengthen'd, and harden'd in their Adherence 
to them, by theſe, and the like Proceedings, At 
leaſt, this is my Perſwaſion, from the Experi- 


OC i dre on gen oe oe Wd 


ence and Obſervations, which have come within | 


am: And, every One is to conduct himſelf agree- 


ably to his own Notions of ſuch Matters. But 
L imagine that I have long ſeen the Evil of cour- 


ting 


my reach. I am ſenſible that Others may be 
wiſer to ſee the Tendencies of Things, than I 


5). 


ring their Principles, as well as their Perſons 2 
And that if We will go on to ſpeak, and act, 
as if we were Conſcious that They are in the 
Right Way, and Our ſelves in the Wrong; We 
muſt not wonder, if They go on to a0 ſuch 
Conſequences from our Premiſes, as naturally e- 
nough follow from them. 
If therefore, I have reſolved to avoid, . or 
to deny plainly, ſome Main Points, it is becauſe 
I think I am certain, that they are falſe in 
Themſelves ; that they are the Great Engines of 
the Popular Converſions which our Adverſaries 
make amongſt the Unwary ; and that, after 
an Experience of near Thirty Tears of the Inſuffi- 
ciency, and Bad Effect of ſome Methods, it cannot 
be imprudent to try otbers : In which, I promiſe 
ſelf that I ſhall at leaſt have the Satisfaction 
of fornitiine ſuch Arguments as may preſerve. | 
- the Good Diſpoſition, and increaſe the Zeal, of the 14 
Honeſt and Uncorrupted part of the Nation. If 
This alone I ſhall ever account no ſmall God. 
And if I may not hope to convince any of our 1. 
| Adverſaries, or of Thoſe who have been miſled b 
them; yet, I reſolve to give them no other i 
| Offence, than what the Principles which I think ti 
my ſelf obliged to maintain, and a ſincere deſire 
| of doing Them Service, carry along with them. 
The Way, therefore, I propoſe to go in, is, to 
look back to the firſt Foundation, upon which 
Me, and Our Adverſaries differ, then, to obſerve 
tlie Steps and Degrees, by which Their Cauſe -- - 
| hath been kept alive; and then, to Conſider the 
uns State of Things, with regard to Church 


and 
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and State; the main Topicks which our Adver- 
ſaries make uſe of: ; and the true Anſwers, as 
far as my Judgment reacheth, to what they 
chiefly rely upon. : 
The Fe. of our Difference is this. In 

the Year 1688. the Nation, the whole Nation of 
_ Proteſtants, (however paſt Danger at a diſtance 
may ſeem as nothing,) univerſally, and equally, 
felt and law themſelves upon the Brink of De- 
ſtruction. The chief Men amongſt Us, (not 
the Greateſt Churckmen excepted,) invited over 
the Aſſiſtance of our Neighbours. After having 
warded off the preſent Threatning of Ruine, no- 
thing remained but to ſecure Us from the Re- 
turn of the ſame Evils of Popery and Slavery, 
made more terrible by the Revenge, which 
muſt then have come along with them. This 


was done, with the greateſt Regard to the Con- 


ſtitution of the Kingdom, and with the leaſt 
Deviation from the Common Rule. The Popiſh 


Branches of the Royal Family were ſer alle, 


upon no other Conſideration than the Safety of 
the whole Nation. And the very firſt Proteſtant 
Branches, in the ſame Royal Family, were de- 
clared Heirs ; and the Succeſſron from Them de- 
clar'd, and confirm'd, in the ſame Courſe as was 
uſual before. 
Db pon the firſt Settlement of the Nation, after 
the Abdication of King Fames, ſome of the Bi- 
ſhops, and ſome allo of the Inferiour Clergy, (up- 
on what Motives, or Conſiderations, I do not 
now enquire, refuſing togive the common Secu- 


rity of Faithfulneſs and Allegiance to the G. 
vernment, 


( 70 5 


vernment, and: declaring Themſelves in the In- 


* 
* 


tereſt of it's Enemies, were firſt Suſpended from 
the Execution of their Offices; and then, after 


a delay of Six Months, depriv'd of their Offices, 
Benefices, Dignities, and Promotions Eccle ſiaſti- 
cal: As the Words of the Ad of Parliament ex- 
preſs it. 8 F 8 

From hence aroſe theſe Two main Principles: 


the One, that our Princes upon this Proteſtant E- 


flabliſhment, in excluſion to the Popiſh Line, can 


have no Right to the Crown; and the other 
(very new, and never before heard of in the 


Church of England) that No Deprivation of Biſhops 


by the Lay-Power can be valid, or ought to be 


ſubmitted to. And from theſe Two Principles 


aroſe Two Points of Practice. The One, The ad- 
hering to the Popiſh Line, and the Refuſing as 
Unlawful, the taking Oaths of Fidelity to the 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment : And the Other, the adhe- 


ring to the Communion of the Deprived Biſhops, 
and the treating our Churches as No Churches. 
But it was not preſently the Seaſon of open- 
ing all this, in the face of the World. There 
was the Jeſs need of it, becauſe every Year, 
and almoſt every Month, they lived in the 


confident Expectation of the Bleſiing of ſeeing | 


their King reſtored to them by a French Power: 


And without this the Temper of the Nation was 
not very quickly, of that ſort as to give them 
much Encouragement to ſpeak plainly. In the 


mean while, They ſaw with Pleaſure, that 


many of thoſe who took the Oarths, did it upon 


a Principle of Reproach to the Government; if not, 
e e of 


£8) 
of Shame to themſelves: And that moſt of 
Thoſe who defended both that, and the Church 
united with it, moved very faintly in their work; 
treated the One, as an Uſurpation; and the Other, 
as what it was barely lawful for the Laity, 
in imitation of former Precedents, to communi- 
The Glory that was then freely given them, 
They greedily ſnatch'd: And amongſt Thoſe | 
whom they had to deal with, They had little o- 
ther Troubles, beſides appealing to the Writings | 
of their Adverſaries, toſhew that Their Principles | 
were, in effect, acknowledg'd to be Juſt and 
Right. For when it could be ſhewn to the ve- | 
ry Senſes of their Followers, that Thoſe who 
kept in the Eſtabliſoment, did it as a thing barely 
lawful, but not over-honourable in their own 
Judgments ; that, when They were obliged, in | 
| honour, to write, their whole Concern was to 
vindicate Themſelves from the Imputation of Diſ- 
Honeſty, and not the Government, from the heavy | 
Charge of Un;wſt ; to give Reaſons for the bare 
lawfulneſs of their own Compliance, and to leave | 
the Eftabliſhmens not only undefended, but markd | 
by their own wayof Treating it, with the Infa- 
mäous Blot of Uſurpation without true Right: 1 
| fay, when this was ſo in the Writings and Diſ= | 
| courſes of ſeveral of the moſt famous of Thoſo, | 
from whom the Nonjurors ſeparated, They had 
too eaſy a Game to play; which They did not 
'| fail to manage in private, fo as to add to the Num- 
der of their Ciz:rch, Many of Thoſe whoſe Capa- 
| cities are not above the following of Great 
A 9 They 
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25 They never found, I am perſwaded, any great 


Difficulty in making P roſelytes of Thoſe, whom 


They had once convinced of the Truth of 


their Two Main Principles: And, to do that, They 
found nothing more effectual than to add to 
their own Concluſions, the Teſtimony of Thoſe, 
Pho not only allowed, but applauded their Pre- 


miſes. They met with very few, I dare ſay, 


of ſo nice a Diſcernment, and of ſo ee | 
2 Head-piece, as to ſtand the ſhock of ſuch 


Attacks as theſe — Tour own Friends treat the 


| Government, as having no Right. And, if the Pro- 
\ teſtant Line hath no Right, the Popiſh Line muſthave 
tit. And confequently, it is at leaſt more honourable, 


to adhereto that to which the Right belongs. Again, 


in the Church Controverſy, the Paſſage was eaſy 


from the former Argument, to engage Men to 
join with Thoſe, who prayed for their True King. 
Befides that They could furniſh the ſame Teſti- 
mony for the Foundation of this alſo. Many of 
the Great Writers, on the Side of the Eſtabliſb- 
ment, have gone upon the Suppoſition, and ſouie 
openly acknowledg'd Deprivations by the Lay- 
Power to be invalid; and only pleaded againſt 
carrying the Matter to a Separation upon that 
Account. But certainly, they would argue, If 
Lay-Deprivations be invalid, then it is the grea- 


| teſt Preſumption in the Civil Power to meddle 


with ſuch Things; and the Duty of all to bear 
Teſtimony againſt ſo great an Evil, and to com- 
municate with Biſhops ſo unjuſtly and injuriouſſy 

ejected. Or elſe, if they had a mind not to 


carry the general Principle ſo far, They might 


draw 


(10) 


draw as ſtrong an Argument from the Con- 


ceſſions and Principles of ſome who took the 


Oathe; and de fended themſelves, as taking Oatbs 


to a Government Lſarped. For they wight well 


argue, that a Civil Power without Right, had no 
Authority to deprive Thoſe Biſhops ; even ſuppo- 
ſing ſuch an Authority to be lodg'd with the Right- 


ful Civil Power, If we look back, therefore, 
We hall find, that by their flattering the Inde- 


pendent Rights of the Clergy, and exalting their 


Power; by crying up the Church in general, and 


treating the ozher Diſſenters with Indignity ; and 
the like Artifices; they firſt made their Way to 
the Love and Approbation of Thoſe, whom They 


now treat as the Worſt of Men; that having 


this Approbation and Concurrence of many of 


the Clergy in the Main Points, to produce for 


Themſelves, they went on, gaining Ground, 
whilſt They were look d upon as Friends, by | 


| Thoſe whole Congregations they now threaten” 


with Damnation ; that, by the help of ſuch Sup- 
ports ſrom others, rather than their own Strength, 


They have proceeded from one Step to another; 
with an indefatigable Induſtry, ſcattering their 
Papers; and entring into the Art and Freedom 


of FM dverfation ; till They are now come to 


think Themſelves ſtrong enough to ſtand with- 
out the Aſſiſtance: of Others: Nay, to turn 
their own Arcillery, againſt Thoſe, from whom 
They before borrowed it. Theſe Things I have 
the rather now reminded you of, not only to re- 
mark the Steps by which the Cauſe of Our Ad- 


ver ſaries is cone to the State in Which it now is; 
| Hut 


» 


p 


3 


1 


nother Foundation, and different Principles. = 


The pre ſent State of their Cauſe, is, Lou. ſee, 


little more than the Reſult of what ſcveral of Tloſe 
who have complied with the Government have 


either expreſly granted to Them, or very faintly | 
denied to Them, The Mask is now laid aſide. 


They have now left off to flatter that part of the 


Clergy, to whom, I am perſwaded, they owe 
the greateſt Advantages of their Cauſe, Their 
Voices and Language I is alter* d. F communication 
is declared againſt them. They are ſo far from 
being able, or qualified, to be Miniſters in the 
Church of Criſt, that They are not allowed to 
be Themſelves, in, or of, the Church; but are 
g1ven over to a State of Damnation, Thoſe who 


join with Them, even tho' their Hearts are 


with the Nonjurors, are now terrified with the 
Thoughts of loſing their Souls: Nay, and when 
They return to this True, Charitable, Chriſtian 


Church, it is with much Difficulty, and bitter 


Repentance, and great Abhorrence of the crying 


Sin, of having communicated with any others, 
that They are received, and come to be e 


ſteem'd and acknowledg'd i in the Number of the 

Faithful. And this is the Method now open'd, 
for the moſt effectual keeping their Ignorant and 
Unwary Followers, cloſe to the other Main Prin- 


ciple, of the Injuſtice and Ulurpation « of the pre- 


ent Proteſtant Eſtabli iſhment. 


My way of thinking in this Matter, I confeſs, 


is this. If there be a Right properly ſo called, 
. 8 K 


but to vindicate, and juſtify, my preſent De Ion 
of oppoſing. their way of Reaſoning, upon a- 


acknowledged to be ſtill remaining in the Popiſb 
Line; and no Right, properly ſo called, in the 
Proteſtant Line now in Poſſeſſion; it is a folly 
to go about to perſwade any Man of a good plain 
Underſtanding, that it is not his moſt ſecure way 
to the favour of God, tg adhere to that Side, 
on which this Right is. And again, If it be 
acknowledg'd, that Thoſe Bihops were not law- 
fully deprived; it is a folly to go about to per- 
ſwade Men to renounce their Communion, or 
to give any Encouragement to Thoſe, who have 
Uſurp'd their Place, = The Remed y, 1 always 
judge, muſt be iomething equivalent to the Roos | 
of the Diſeaſe : If it be not ſo, it only binds | 
it up a little for the preſent, to break out again | 
more furiouſly and more dangerouſly in time to | 
a__ 0 
I think it a very trifling part of this Contro- 
verſy, whether They will pleaſe to come to our 
Churches, or not. I can't perſwade my ſelf to | 
give Them the hard Names, They give even 
to Thoſe who have befriended them; or, be- 
cauſe I think 7 bem, and their Followers, to be 
miſtaken in this World, therefore to argue that 
They ſhall be dammn'd in the next. But I think 
it of Great Inportance, whether our Preſent Roy- - 
al Family have 2 True Right, or not; Whether 
| our Churches are Chriſtian Churches, or not; Whe- 
ther Thoſe who communicate with us, have a | 
Title to G.d's Favour, or not ; and whether | 
the Suprem: Perver of this Nation had not a 
| Right to deprive the Nonjuring Biſhops, As I am 
certain that They make no Proſel tes, but by the 
J) ca 


contrary Princes; So Theſs muſt be the B-ft J! 
Preſervatives againſt Them: And we muſt firſt 
deſtroy their Foundation, before We muſt expe, || 
what They have built upon it, neceſſarily to 
fall to the Ground. 5 
And having undertaken to give you the beſt 
Aſſiſtance J can, to lead you into a True An- 
ſwer to what the Nonjurors are ever alledging in 
favour of their own Practice, both in Church 
and State : I muſt of neceſſity both begin where 
They always begin; and follow Them in their 
Arguments, as They lead the way. If They 
attack the preſent Eſtabliſpment upon Topicks, 
which will 144 to Subjects not agreeable to many 
amongſt Us; it js not a Fault, but a Duty to the 
Happy Set clement We enjoy, to enter upon thoſe 
SubjeFs, which it's Enemies make MOORE to 
be handled. . 
I ſhall not do this out of choice ; or with any 
Perſwaſion that it is the Abſolute Buty af every 
private Subject to enquire into the Right and 
Title of the Government under which He lives: 
but becauſe the State of our Nation is ſuch, that 
They are almoſt all, daily and hourly, allarm'd 
againſt the Right of their preſent Gopernours, and 
alienated in their Hearts and Affections, by the 
ſetting. up another Right oppoſite to it. 'So that, 
with Submiſſion to better Judgments, I humbly : 
| conceive, that, tho' it might have been enough, 
in other Circumſtances, to have reminded All 
 Subje&s of the general Duty of Obedience : Yet, 
| Sillidering that there is a Right openly ſet up 

e | againſt our preſent Rojal Famil, : and that the 


People 
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People are continually and univerſally led by 
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L £Opte are conti and 1 our 
Adverfaries to judge:of that Right; and are, by 


s +1. 1 5 Fee MAN: 4 = * | ue - 
this Method alone, made Enemies upon Princi- 


ple; it doth not feem to be left to our choice, 


what Method to proceed in. It is an Antidote 


that is wanted: And that muſt be framed accord- 
ing to the Nature and Extent,of the Poiſon, diſ- 
erſed abroad. Itis in vain, to tell People of 
hat is due to the Supreme Civil Power, if their 


\ 


Minds are diſtracted, and not at all ſatisfied, 


which is that Supreme Power. It is of no im- 


, 


portance to King GEORGE's Intereſt, to preſs 
the Duty of obeying the KING, upon Thoſe 
who are every Day, taught that HE is not their 


KING. It cannot indeed, be otherwiſe, but | 


' 


that the true Method of doing effeQual Service | 


to Our own Cauſe, miſt be the very Oppeſe:e to 
That, which our Adverlaries have found moſt 


nnen ao 
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: The Firft Point with Them, and that which | 
ftinds them in moſt account, and that without | 
hich all their Other Arguments would have but | 
ittle effect, hath always been, che Great and 


Orying Injuſtice of, ſetting aſide the Popiſh Line, 
and fixing tlie Succeſſion to the Crown, in the | 


Proteſtant Branches of the Royal Family. If they 


Could not perſirade weak Men, and Women, to 
this; their Sch /n and their Churches would quick- 


* 


ly diſappear. And to perſwade Them to this, 
They ſometimes argue from the Declarations of 
Feripture, which They are pleaſed to interpret 
abſolutely agiinſt throwing off our Duty and | 


Allegiance 


( 15 ) 


Allegiance to the late King James; and againſt 
any the leaſt Deviation from the Right Line of the 
Popiſh Branches of the Royal Family : Sometimes, 
(I ſhould ſay, moſt commonly, ) from the peculiar 
Doctrine of the Church of England: And ſometimes 
from the Conſtitution of our Government: Which 
they frame to Themſelves to be ſo abſolutely 
| Hereditary, that the Popiſh Branches of the Royal 
Family could not juſtly, or lawfully, be ſer aſide 
Ly by any Power upon Earth. 

I. In anſwer therefore, to what any of be 
8 may allarm You with, concerning the Delarati- 
8 | ons of Holy Scripture and the Conſequences 
r | which They draw from thence: I deſire nothing 
of You, but that you would neither believe Ihem, 
e | 
0 
U 


VS 


upon their bare Word, in their own Cauſe ; nor 
> | Me, nor any One elle, againſt it. But ſcarch 
- with your own Eyes, and ſee, whether you can 
11 poſſibly find a plain and expreſs Paſſage of Scrip- 
ure, in which God inſtituted any particular Form 
h | of Humane Government, for any Nation in the 
It | World; unleſs you will except One, which firſt 
oh] wilfully and ah lately Choſe it for Themſelves: : 
or, in which He commands all Nations, either 
es | to keep firm to that One Form; or, when once 
| They have for any length of Time been under 
Y, | Subjedtion to a Race of Princes, that They are 
| e upon pain of Damnation, not to put by 
K the next in Blood, even tho' the Deſtruction of 
„the Whole be unavoidable without it. And re- 
member, that it ought to be a very plain, and 
et | apes Paſſge to found ſuch a Doctrine upon, 


ce | 928 e When 
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C 
When They allarm You with the Declarations 
of Scripture, about Allegiance, or Obedience to 


Princes; which They apply to the abſolute Un- 
lawfulneſs, and Crime, of withdrawing out Al- 
_ Tegiance from King James to the Revolution; and 
from the Popiſh Line, ſince that time: deſire Them 
impartially, and plainly to tell you, whether, in 
multitudes of other Caſes, They do. not explain 
the general Words of Scripture with thoſe Re- 
 fridions, which the Nature and Circumſtance of 
the thing ſpoken of, require, and juſtify ; whether 


They do not allow, in many places, that where 


there are Reſtrictions expreſs d in Words, there muſt | 
certainly be a Reſtriction or Limitation allowed; 
and whether it doth not follow from hence, that 


it muſt be teſolved at laſt into this, whether the 


Nature of Government it ſelf require theſe Expreſ- ö 


ſions to be underſtood abſolutely, or with Re- 


frictionc. And about this, I will here juſt men- 
tion one thing, of which I will make more uſe | 
preſently : That They themſelves are forced to 


allow, that, in Caſes of Natural continued Folly, 
or Madneſs, none of theſe Texts oblige a Nation 
to Perſonal Obedience. This is a Demonſtration 


that the moſt ſtrong and expreſs of thoſe Paſſapet, 


which they think fo favourable to Themſelves, 


are not to be interpreted abſolutely, or without a- 
ny poſſible exception. With the help of this One 


Argument, you will always be able to anſwer 


what They pretend to alledge from the Scripture. 
Nor can They themſelves deny but that the Di- 
rections there laid down, were only ſhort Gene- 
ral Rules, deſigned for the Ule of ſuch, as were 


r fr a... 93 1 
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ſo weak as to think themſelves exempt from a'l 


Government; and not at all with any View of 


binding down whole Chriſtian Nations to utter 


Deſtruction. 


II. When They ſpeak much of the Peculiar Do- 


&rineè of the Church of England; anſwer Them, that 


it is a Scandal to the Church of England to ſuppoſe 


that it hath any Peculiar Doctrinès, conſider'd as 


the Church of England; that it knows no other 
Rule, but the Goſpel, and always appeals to rr 


for the Truth of every thing taught in it; that by 


the Church of England, in this, and the like De- 


bates, is meant that Collection or Company of Men 
who at, and quickly after the Reformation, ſet- 


tled our Worſhip, our Articles, and Homilies ; that 
Theſe not only were fallible Men, but, in One of 
the Articles, ſolemnly profeſs Themſelves, as well 


as|Orbers ; all Churches equally ; 2% General Councili 
equally, ſo to be; and that in another Article 


| they expreſly require All in their Communion to 
take the Scripture, (and not Them) for the Rule 


of their Faith, and Practice; and that, conſe- 


quently, the certain Truth of any Doctrine, is not 
put, by our Reformed Church, upon it's being the 


Doctrine, or the Peculiar Doctrine, of our Church, 
but of the Scripture. . | 


But if Our Adverſaries will be determin'd by 
the Homilies of the Church, as they would here 
| make you believe, in order to catch you upon 
this Subject only, You may quickly ſatisfy your 


ſelves that there are many Arguments, and many 
plain Paſſages, in them, even upon this ſame 


Subject, which evidently condemn their whole 
1 Bon | "= D | | | pro- 
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proceeding: beſides multitudes of other Doctrines, 
main Doctrines, largely handled in the Homilies, 


Doctrine e the Homilies, The particular Cafe 


(18 


which theſe Great Churchmen not only do not re- 
ceive, but hold in the utmoſt contempt. Ask 


them therefore, Will you be determined, in other 
Matters, by the Homilies of the Church; and by 


the Interpretations of Scripture in them, for inſtance, 
about Juſtification, Faith, Antichriſt, Muſick in 
Churches, and Ceremonies too; and in many o- 


ther Points, upon which great ſtreſs is there laid? 
Tf They will not, (as 1 know, they will not,) 
They can never more expect you to yield up your | 
 Aſem, in another Point, merely becauſe They 
chance to like it, and think, They ſhould gain by it. 


Tour Anſwer therefore, is plain before You. 


Suppoling the Doctrine of the Church, to he 
plainly, in this particular Inſtance, on their 
Side; the Church it ſelf requires You to be deter- 
min'd ſolely by the Scripture, whether it be true 
or not. And, again, Suppoſrng this Dofrine to be | 
as They repreſent it, Tou have the ſame liberty ta 


differ from chic point, which theſe Gentlemen | 


_ themſelves have in many Others, upon which e- 
qual Weight is laid. They, of all Perſons living, 
muſt never reproach You, till they can ſhew 
Jou, their Scheme of Church- Authority, Sacerdot al 
| Powers, Regilar Succeſſions, Authoritative Bene- 


difions, and Abſolutions ; or their Notions of many 


other Points, not to have heen conderan'd even 
with Zeal by the Church of our Firſt Reformers. 
But then again, this Doctrine, as they repreſent 


It, and profeſs to practice it, is not the Expreſs 


of 


(£9; 


of a Total Deſtruct ion is not there put: and no- 


thing leſs than the putting that Caſe, can juſtify 


the interpreting All Other Expreſſions, abſolutely, 
and inflexibly. And to convince Our Adverſaries 


themſelves of this, it is enough to remark that 


otherwiſe They themſelves differ equally from 
them, upon this very Subject: which perhaps they 
will be ſurprized to hear. The Homilies do not 
put the Caſe of Lunacy, or Idiocy in a Prince. Ask 


them, therefore, Doth what they ſay, abſolutely 


conclude for Perſonal Allegiance, and againſt the 
Coercion of a Regency, in ſuch a Caſe ? It not, as 
They allow; here is a Demonſtr ation, that the 
Doctrine, however expreſs'd, is not Abſolute; and 
conſequently, in Caſes which equally affect the 
buſineſs of Government, equally admits of an Ex- 
eien... 5 85 
Nor need it move You, that They have pre- 
ſumed to declare this particular Doctrine, a Here- 


7 ſp determined by the Church, alledging that the 


Compilers of the Homilies have call'd it a Falſe 
and damnable Doctrine. For ſuppoſing, (which 
indeed, is not true, ) that the Church hath profeſſed- 
ly and directly, ſpoke to the Caſe; 1. It is evident 
that They are ſelf-condemn'd' by this Rule, be- 
cauſe they allow, in the Caſe of Lunacy, what 
equally contradicts the Doctrine of the Church; 
and ſo are equally Guilty of Hereſy, as They 
themſelves have ſtated it. 2. You may lee 
plainly in another Inſtance, that they ſay, and 
unſay; maintain and deny, juſt as their own Cauſe 
requires: when They, who would have others 
declared Hereticks, by Conſequence ; yet will not 
: WE be 
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2 be content to be judg'd Excommunicated even by 
; the Expreſs. Words, and Purpoſe, of 2 Canon of 
0 the fame Church, which declares it in ſo many 
words againſt All, who deny the King's Suprema- 
"0 


cy: which They openly profeſs to be an Uſurpa- 
tion in Al] Kings, This will ſhew you that They 
only urge the Authority of the Church to overbear 
Others; whilſt they will not be determin'd by 
it themſelves. 3. If it could be ſhewn that 
ſome of their own darling Principles are treated 
in the Homilies as falſe and damnable; (as I be- 
lieve it may ;) Jam very ſure, They would not 
think this the ſame, as if the C "burch had expreſſy 
Condemn'd them, under the Name of Hereſy ; 
nor acknowledge Themſelves Real Hereticks, and | 
their Epiſcopacy, and Holy Offices, affected by it, | 
even if ſuch an Expreſs Condemnation had been f 
paſſed. But, let us proceed. 
III. As for our Legal Conſtitution; there are | 
few of the Nonjurors, who do not prefer Abſo- | 
| lute Monarchy before it. But Some of them do | 
indeed ſometimes mention it in their Arguments, 
becauſe, by the ſeeming Contradiction of ſome 
of our Staiures to others, They think, They can 
confound the Underſtandings of the Unskilful. 
1 Aud as for Others of them; as the Papiſts, by 
Jil the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, when they ſpeak 
in it's favour, mean the Popiſb Church eſtabliſhed 
| by Laws made before the Reformation: ſo, They | 
K play with the Word a little at their leiſure, and | 
| I by our Conſtitution mean, what it was, when they 
ll imagine our Kings to have been Abſolute; and from 
thence conclude, no other Right tobe in our Laws, 
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but what hath flowed from their voluntary Con- 


Lou cannot ſo well judge of, but put you in 
be applyed to All Conſtitutions; and to our own 


lar Corporation, are always ſuppoſed to be agree- 


(44) 


ceflions, and what may till upon that Account, 
depend upon their Wills, I hall therefore, not 
enter here into any nice Examination of what 


mind of ſomething, which flows from General 
and Comprehenſiue Principles; and which may 


in particular, let it be, as they repreſent it, or 
not : viz. That, as the- By-Laws of any particu- 


able, and ſubordinate, to the Law of the Land; 
or elſe to be Invalid: ſo, all Conſtitutions are 
under the Univerſal Law of God, and of kumane 
Society. And to apply this to our Adverſaries, 
in Your Anſwers to All that They will ſometimes 
alledge out of our Statutes, againſt Coercion, or 


' withdrawing A/egiance, or the like, there needs 
nothing, but to put you in Mind, that They them- 
ſelves are forced to mollify all Conſtitutions ; and 


particularly to add an Exception to the moſt Rigid 
Statutes, in our own, by allowing that a Lunat ick, 
or an Idiot, may be coerced, put under the Reſtraint 


of 2 Regency; which is an Efectual Excluſion of 
Him from Government, and from All Right to 


the Perſonal Allegiance of his Subjects: and all 
this, merely becauſe he is wholly uncapable of 
anſwering the Ends of Government. 
This Foundation, Tou ſee, is ſo plain, that 
All, even the moſt unwilling, acknowledge it, 
in the Caſe of Idiocy, or Madneſs. From hence 
You will furniſh your ſelves with this Arerment, 
As it is impoſſible, in the Nature of the Thing, 
+ and 
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1 
and by the Confeſſion of our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves, that any Conſtitution of Government, or 
the moſt expreſs Declarations of Mritten Laws, 


can be ſuppoſed to intend to impoſe upon any 
Nation the Indiſpenſible Duty or Obligation, of 
paying Obedience or Allegiance, to an Idiot, ora 
Madman; and this ſolely, becauſe the Ends of 
Government cannot, in any tolerable degree, be 


anſwer'd by Them: So, upon the ſame certain 
Foundation, Let the Conſtitution of a Nation be 


what it will; let it be from God, or from Man; 


Let the Declarations of the Laws be never ſo 
ſtrong; They cannot be ſuppoſed to intend to oblige 


' a Nation to their own utter Deſtruction, in any 
parallel Caſe; to forbid whatever is neceſſary 
for the Preſervation of the whole; to take away, 


or to give up, their Right to ſet aſide, in the Beſt 
manner the Circumſtances of Affairs allow, all 
ſuch Perſons, as are equally uncapable of anſ{wer- 


ing the Ends of Government, in a tolerable degree; 
and therefore, in the ſame Rank, upon that 


Account, with Idiot, or Lunaticks; and to in- 


veſt the Authority in others. The End of Govern- || 
ment is acknowledg'd the ſufficient only Reaſon | 
for ſetting aſide Lunaticks, or Idiots : and there- 


fore the ſame End of Government holds equally in 


all parallel Cates. And as the Argument from 
hence, is of that Nature, that you may ſecurely 


depend upon it: fo, It will be of Great Uſe 
therefore, thoroughly to apprehend 1t, and con- 


ſtantly to have recourſe to it; becauſe Our Ad- 


verſaries the mſelves are forced, againſt their 


Will, to reſolve all into this, even in the Higheſt 


ſuppoſed 
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Þþ Nation. 
| Natural, or Moral. If therefore, you doubt of 


(29) 


ſuppoſed Caſe of God's Inſtituting Menarchy abſo- 
lutely Hereditary; and in their interpreting Paſſa- 


ges of Scripture, which yet, at other times, they 
would force upon others as Abſolute Rules, with- 
out Exception; and much more muſt do it, in 
their Appeals to our Church; or our Conſtitution. 


The main Point, neceſſary to make all this, 


which 1s true in it ſelf, uſeful to Us, in this De- 
bate, is to conſider, whether what hath been done 


in this Nation can be juſtified upon this Founda- 


tion: that is, in other words, whether the ſetting 
aſide the Popiſh Line, be not in Truth, ſetting 
aſide a Line of Princes uncapable of anſwering the 


Ends of Government, in our Nation. The Con- 
ſequence of which was, going no farther from 
the ſtrait Line, than to the neareſt Proteſtant 
Branch in the fame Royal Family, 


Now, All Incapacity is the ſame, in the Effects 


and Conſequences of it, to the Concerns of a 
It is of no Importance, whether it be 


| the Incapacity of the Popiſh Line for our Govern- 


| that oblige Him, in point of Conſcience, to deſtroy | 


| ment; Reaſon and Experience will ſoon con- 
vince You. In Reaſon, you will fee it plain, 


that any Prince, who hath Principles in Him, 


Us, is incapable to preſerve, and make Us hap- 


' Py. But a Prince fully poſſeſs'd by the Popiſn 


| Religion, is under the Command of Principles, 


| Us. 


which teach Him that it is his Duty to deſtroy 
And, therefore, muſt have the greateſt of 


all Incapacities, I ſay, Ihe Greateſt of All, For 
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an Idiot may be kept quiet. A Lunatic may 
be controll'd, without incurring Cenſure for it. 
But One, who is not ſuppoſed to be out of his 
own Governance; and yet is a Bigor, perfectly 
under the Influence of ſuch a Religion, is by 
that means free from the Reſtraint of others ; 
at liberty to follow his own Counſels, and obliged 
by them to deſtroy Al! that ſtands in the way of 
thoſe 'Counlels. © =. „„ 
Oo to the Experience of Orher Nations; and 
that will ſhew You, there never was a Popiſh 
Prince over a Proteſtant People, who did not make 
good this Obſervation, Return to your own ; 
The Hflories will tell You, what Queen Mary 
the Firſt was, under the higheſt Obligations to 
Proteftants: and the Memory of your ſelves, or 
of Many others now alive, will tell you what 
the late Aing James was, under the ſame, or 
greater, Obligations to the Body of Proteſtants 1n | 
this Kingdom; and under the Additional Obligation | 
of the moit ſolemn Promiſes. He who ſet up | 
in Himſelf, the One Comprehenſive Principle, of a 
Right to diipenſe with our Laws at his pleaſure, 
was incapable of our Government by Laws. It 
was not any One particular Action, but the Te- 
nour of his Actions, and this Avowed Principle, 
which convinced the Nation, and all Orders, | 
Degrecs, and Parties, of Proteſtants in it, of His: 
| Incapatity. If any of the Nonjuring Biſbops were 
Tow rewining, You might ask them, Why they 
tiz-niclves ſet their Hands to the Invitation off 
tu ice of Orange, and his Army; which could, 
> 1163 no other Bottom, but that they had, 
b 
4 


E r Lee 
n 


found 


found King James uncapable of Governing this 
. Nation. For if He were capable ; there was no 
need of an Army of Directors and Adviſers. You 
may ask Thoſe, who were for ſetting up a Regency 
over Him, whether That was not a plain Confeſfi- 
on that He was incapable of the Government. For 
it is an Inſult upon common Senſe, to go to per- 
of | ſwade the World that He would. in that way, 
have been any more Ling, in effect, than He 
1d | was, . when He was declared to have Abdicated. 
iſh So that Alt; You fee, conſpired ;, as well Thoſe, 
ke who took the Oarbs afterwards to King William, 
as Thoſe who refuſed them; to declare and ac- 
knowledge that unhappy Prince to be as truly 
to Uncapable of Governing this Nation, as if He had 
or been an Idiot, ora Lunatic... 
Now, I beſeech you, what was it that was 
his Incapacity ? What was it, that had ſatisfied 
I All in general, (Churchmen, eſpecially, I may ſay) 
% at that Time, that He was incapable? His Natu- 
UP | ral Temper, His Moral Accomplifhments, were 
f 1 in themſelves no worſe than thoſe of many other 
IC, Princes. No, It was his Religion, that gave Them 
their bad Turn. It was: his Religion only, which 
Te- made Him uncapable His being of a Religion, 
> | which, when it is fully poſſeſs'd, obligeth and 
>, | prompts its Votaries, to deſtroy and ruine Us, 
His and Our Laws. „„ t ry 5 . > : 
ere And this being ſo plain from Experience, th t 
hey They themſelves, who now differ from Us, in 
effect acknowledg'd this Incapacityin King James, 
ariſing from his Religion, at a time when They 
were much better Judges of it, than They can 
be now: the next Point is, whether it be not as 
plain, that the fame Religion produceth the ſame 
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(26). 


Incapacity in Others who heartily embrace it. 
Now this, | think, is evident from hence, that the 
fame Cauſe muſt have the ſame Effect, where there 
is nothing tohinder it. Popery is a Religion, which, 
where-ever it is receiv'd, muſt act, univerſally 
and equally, in the fame way. It is 2 Religion, 
which leaves nothing to Variety of Tempers, or 
Y Principles; but layeth the ſame Neceſſity upon All 
Thoſe who receive it, either to ſacrifice all the 
World to it, or to be ſacrificed to it themſelves. | 
It is the ſame Religion, in all its extent and lati- 
tude, which obliged that Xing to be Uncapable, 
who without it might have been very capable. 
And therefore, the Incapacity in Him, having ari- | 
{en ſolely from his Religion; the ſame Incapacity | 
muſt ariſe from the ſame Religion, in Others : be- 
_ cauſe there can be no difference in the Obligations 
which it lay'd upon Him, and thoſe 1 it muſt toy | 
upon any of his Succeſlors. 8. | 
The ſame Cauſe, which obliged King Comer to | 
attempt to ruine Us, as it is the ſame, muſt lay 
the ſame Obligation upon all others in his Cir- 
cumſtances. ö 
But that was his Religion alone. 
Therefore that alone muſt have the ſame E 
upon Others, embracing it, as He did. 
Nor can any Promiſes, orVows, to the contrary, 
| alter the Caſe. Thar, Experience alſo ſhew'd in- 
Him: and the fame Religion which obligeth to. 
Our Deſtruction, permits and engageth it's Vota- 
ries, to Swear, and Promiſe, the contrary. 
This therefore, 1s the Incapacity ; as certain 
and as deſtructive, as ny Natural Madneſs. And | 
if it be lawful to guard againft the latter Inc apa. 
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ruined by ſome One or Other of theſe, 


(27) 


Reaſons being at leaſt equally ſtrong in both Caſes, 
Nothing, 


Royal Family, in his Turn, free from All Reſtraint ; 


or elſe, at once to Fxclide Them fromthe Throne, ne | 


ther withod the Ceremony of a Perpetual Regency; 
or 27th it: which alters not the Cale, For ſuch a Ke. 


= gency is in truth the ſame Excluſion: only a greater 
! Deviation from the real Nature of our Conftiruti- | 
von; and, in all probability, a more fatal Wound 


to it, in the End. It! is indeed making a Succeſſion 
of Regents, truly and properly Kings; an entire 
departure from the Royal Family. And, if you can 
without a Smile ſuppoſe that tee to have ta- 


ken place, for All the Popiſb Branches, who either 


All, or None, require it, It is either an Alteration 


of the Kingdom from Hereditary to Elective; ora 
Tranſlating | it entirely from the Royal Family to a 
Family of Subjects; who will not 7 be lo weak as 
ever to part ith what Others have been lo weak, 


as to beſtow upon Them. 
Now, as to the former of the Two Mays juſt menti- 


oned, it is as Abſurd, as it would be to take a S- 
ceſſi, onof Per ſons, one byone, whom You have all the 
1 Reaſon in the World to believe equally Lenmar. A; 

only in order to ſatisfy your Curioſity, whether 
| the ſame Degree of Madneſs will have the fame 


Effect, in All of them; and ſo to play with the 
Fate of a Nation: which too certainly will be 
betore 
You can lock them up, or procure a Force to tie 


their Hands. Nothing therefore remained, but 


E 2 5 the 


city; it muſt be ſo, to guard againſt the forme r: the 


there fore, remained for the Nation to do, 
but to take one of theſe Two ways. Either, to try, 
after one another, every Individual Papiſt | in the 
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terrible Experiments with the Lives and Liberties 
of a whole Nation, and of all their Poſterity. 
lere then, is the Argument, which You may 


ver ſaries, upon the Proteſtaut Succeſſion: Let the 


petual uninterrupted Regency, that is, Exc luding 


. 
the other : viz. To declare All Thoſe to be equally 
Incapable, who really are ſo; and to try no more 


ſecurely uſe 2gainſt the vain Attacks of Our Ad- 


Attack, be from Scripture ; or from what They 


pleale——. 


They themſelves, Tou may tell them, acknow- 
ledge that Natural Madneſs is a good and ſuffici- 
ent Realon for excluding the next Heir, or Heirs, 
from Government; or, which is all one, for put- 
ting 2 Nation out of their Hands, into thoſe of a 


Regency: the only Ground of which is, that | 


Madneis renders the Man uncapable of anſwer- | 
ing the Ends of Government, and diſpoſeth | 
Him to overthrow and contradi& Them in the | 
Tenour of his Conduct. Fon OT 
Now, the Popiſh Religion, We know by ma- 
ny Experiments, as well as from its profeſs'd | 
Nature, and Tendencies, and unalterable Obli- | 
gations, is equally an Incapacity, in this Proteſtant | 
„„ e 
Therefore, it is equally, and with as much Ju- 
ſtice, a Reaſon for putting under a Regency, or 
which is all one, Excluding, the Next Heir, as 
any Lunacy can be. F 

And, becauſe, it is not accidentally Bad in One 
Perſon; but, in it's own Nature, equally and 
effectually working, in one Uniform manner, 
in All who are poſſeſs'd by it: It is there fore, the 
ſame undeniable Reaſon for putting under a per- 
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Ihis is the Excluſſon, to which this Nation hath 


| a Kegard to the Royal Line, that the very next 
Proteſtant, in the fame Royal Family, is declared 
Heir to the Crown of theſe Realms; that is, the 
| very Next in the Royal Line, after Thoſe, whoſe 
| Government is, morally ſpeaking, inconſiſtent 
| with the poſſibility of the Publick Safety. Neceſſi- 
| ty, Reaſon, Prudence, The Nature of Humane 
| Society, The Ends of Government, The Voice 
of God ever approving theſe Great Arguments, 
all conſpired to promote, and to juſtify, what was 


d their Power, ever have anſwer'd to Themſelves, 


can look back upon it with Pleaſure, as upon a 
Tranſaction, in which the Honour of God, and 


| Benign Influences upon the Happineſs of their 


” { 29 ) 1 
All Papiſts, as it is for excluding One who hath 
been tried; or, as it hath been allowed to be, 
for putting Him under a Regency, which is, in 
effect, the ſame thing, as to His Government, 


been Witneſs : and it hath been effected, in the - 
moſt Regular manner, which the Circumſtances of 
the Nation could poſlibly permit : and with ſuch 
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done. Nothing indeed could have juſtified the 
not doing it: Nor could They, who had it in 
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or their Poſterity, the neglect of ſo great an Op- 
portunity. But, bleſſed be God, it was done: 
And it was done in ſuch a Manner, as that We 


the Intereſt of a Brave People; The Liber: of the 
Nation, and the Preſervation of our Religion ; are 
all concern'd : in which, a Zeal for Publick Good 
acted ſo noble a Part; declaring, and ailerting a 
Right to the preſent Poſſeſſion of our 1/trious 
Prince and His Heirs, full of Honour and Glory to 
Themſelves, as well as of the moſt Kindly and 


Subjects. 
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cannot but hope that what IJ have now ſaid, 
aud particularly this laſt Argument, drawn from 


the Incapacity of Papifis to Govern this Nation, is 


ſo convincing, that I need add no more Words 
to prove that the ſetting aſide a Line of Princes, 


as uncapable of anſwering the Ends of Govern- 
ment in this Kingdom, as any Lunaticks could be, 
carries along with it Right, and Authority, pro- 


perly ſo called; is agreeable, or rather abſolute- 


ly neceſſary to the Ends of Goverament ; and 
therefore, certainly approved of, by God. The 
Conſequence of this, (allowed by All, who allow 


the Other, 1s the preſent Happy Settlement in the 


Next Proteſtant Heirs : which I wiſh no longer 
do ſee treated, by Any who Swear to it, as an 


Uſurpation , or Mere Poſſeſſion, to be touched 


gently, and to be talk'd of as a Matter hardly 
defenſible, and what one had better be aſha- 


med of, than pretend to vindicate; but as a 
Matter to be boaſted of, by All who are con- 


cern'd in it; as what is founded upon the Higheſt 
Right, and the Plaineſt Reaſon, and can be ſup- 


ported by ſuch Evidence, as nothing can ſhake. 
I am ſure, for my own Part, I have impartially 


turn'd it over and over again in my Thoughts; [ 


have tried all the Ohjections againſt it, that I can 


think of; and I am more and more ſatisfied, that 


it hath all the Demonſtration, in the way of Politi- 


cal Truth, which any Geometrical Propofition, hath 


in the Mathematicks. The Ideas are as clear; and 


the Connexion as viſible: And, if ſuch Evidence do 


not give the Higheſt Right, properly ſo called, to 
the Uluſtrious Houſe of Hanover; it is impoſſible 
to tell what Right is; or what the difference is 
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(31) 


between Rigbt, and No Right : A Right, 1 ſay, to 


their preſent Poſſeſſion, thus plainly founded upon 
the Neceſſities of the Nation, the Preſervation of 


it's Government, it's Laws and Liberties ; and vo- 
luntarily declared, and conſented to, over ard 


over again, by the Repreſentatives, truly ſo called, 
of the People; I mean of Both thoſe Parties, into 
which it is our Unhappineſs to be divided. 


Lou ſee then, that there was a Right, to ſet 


aſide King James the Second, and the Claims of 
the whole Popiſp Line, arifing from their being 


utterty uncapable of anſwering the Ends of Go- 
vernment. There was the ſame Right to provide 
farther for our Security. The Princeſs of Orange 
therefore, was declared Queen: and with Her 
was joined, in the Regal Authority, the Prince, Her 
Husband ; with Her Conſent, and that of the 
Princeſs of Denmark : as it was neceſſary, for the 
perfecting the Great Work, He had begun. King 
William and Queen Mary, being veſted with the 


| Rightful Power of King, and Queen; I ſhould 


now go on to argue, that the whole Legiflarrve 
Autberity had a Right to Deprive the Biſhops and 
Clergy, who at that timerefuſed to give the ne- 
ceſſary Securities for their Allegiance ;, and main- 
tain'd the Popilh Claim to the Crown ſtill, againſt. 

that Government. But becaufe, ſince that time, 
the Nonjurors have not thought fit to be content 
with denying the Right of that Government; but, 
(in order to flatter Thoſe, whom They meant to 
deceive to their own deſtruction, with an 45. 
ſolute Independency upon the State,) have eſpouſed 
and propagated a General Principle, againſt All 


Lay-Deprivations; never heard of before in this 


| Fn Eſtabliſod 
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Eſtabliſbd Chureh; nor known, at that time, as 
far as appears, b 
themſelves : 1 mult therefore, follow them, pr ſt, 
in their General Doctrine; and then, in all their 
terrible Confequences, about Schiſm, and Dam- 
nation, by which they affrighten Thoſe, whom 
They could not move perhaps by their other 


y thoſe very Deptived Biſhops 


„ 


Arguments. THEE DE ect 
This is the Second Main Branch of my Deſign. 
And here it will be proper for You, Firft, to 


know, the Nature, and Extent, of the Deprivation 
here ſpoken of; and Then, to conſider, in a more 
general way, whether this Power doth not, of 
Neceſſity, and in the Nature of the thing, belong | 
to the Supreme Rightful Authority of a Nation. 
Before I enter upon the Firſt of theſe, (under | 
which I propoſe to ſhew that this Deprivation of || 
the Biſhops was enacted to extend to all Parts, to 
which the Supreme Authority reacheth, and not 
only their own Dioceſes,) it will be proper to re- 


mark that the Advocates of the Nonjurors contend 


againſt l Deprivation by the moſt Rightful Su- 


preme Power, with a View always to the particu- 
lar Dioceſes of Biſhops; founding their Arguments 


upon their particular Relation to their Dioceſes; 


and denying to the Supreme Power, all Right of 
diſſolving that Relation: Becauſe thi "x being all 


with regard to the Cauſe of our Deprived Biſhops 


in particular, (upon whom Their own Conduct 
entirely depends, may furniſh Us with an Q4- 


ſervation or Two, of {ome Importance. For here, 
it ought to be conſider'd what our Conſtitution is, 


8 


under which Theſe Biſbops accepted their Epiſco- 


pal D. gu ties; and what They themſelves had 


acknowledged upon this Subject. And 


acknowledged ſo to be, 


„ 

And indeed, as to this particular Branch of our 
Conſlitution, it is manifeſt that, whatever Poder, 
or Authority, it confer'd upon EiJops, by Spiri- 
tual Perſons, at their Conſecration ; yet the Right 
of executing, or exerciſing this, in their parti- 
cular Dioceſes, ariſeth originally from the Nomi- 
nation of the King. This Nomination is veſted 
in the Crown, by the Lame; and is ultimately re- 
ſolved in the Supreme Ar: Hority of the Nation. 
Conſequently, therefore, as They allow that 


what is given, may be taken away, by the ſame 


Authority; the Right to execute the Epiſcopal 


ROrce in a particular Droceſe, coming, in our Con- 
" /titution, from the Civil Power, may be taken a- 
way, upon great Occaſions, by the tame Supreme 


Power. 


The Point here is not, whether this 1 


and Fitting But whether This were not, in fact, 


Our Conſtitution, when the Deprived Biſhops were 
firſt veſted with their El clefraſtical Authority; and 
by Themſelves. One 
need not appeal ro Them, if any of them were 
living. All the World knows that They them 
ſelves had, upon their Knees, ſolemnly and de- 
voutly acknowledg'd, that They bad, and beld 
their Biſhopricks, and the Poſſeſſions of the ſame, 
entirely, as well the Spiritualities, as Temporali- 
ties thereof, only of the King's Majeſty, and of 
the Imperial Crown of this His Majeſties Realm. 
This They had ſolemnly ſworn: And by the 
piritualities, nothing leſs could be meant than 
the Relation between Them, and the Church, or 
Chriſtian Clergy and People, of that Dioceſe, to 
| 8 — eie 


„„ SF 3 
Eſtabliſbd Ghurch ; nor known, at that time, as 
far as appears, by thoſe very Deptived Biſhops 
themſelves : 1 muſt therefore, follow them, Hr ſt, 
in their General Doctrine; and then, in all their 
terrible Conſequences, about Schiſm, and Dam- 
nation, by which they affrighten Thoſe, whom 
They could not move perhaps by their other 
Arguments. SEGA OO eas TY vos. A Cre 
Ii is the Second Main Branch of my Deſign. 
And here it will be proper for You, Firft, to 
know, the Nature, and Extent, of the Deprivation 
here ſpoken of; and Then, to conſider, in a more 
general way, whether this Power doth not, of 
Neceſſity, and in the Nature of the thing, belong | 
to the Supreme Rightful Authority of a Nation. 
Before I enter upon the Firſt of theſe, (under | 
which I propoſe to ſhew that this Deprivation of 
the Þiſhops was enacted to extend to all Parts, to 
which the Supreme Authority reacheth, and not 
only their own Dioceſes,) it will be proper to re- 
mark that the Advocates of the Nonjurors contend 
againſt , Deprivation by the moſt Rightful Su- 
preme Power, with a View always to the particu- 
lar Dioceſes of Biſpopg; founding their Arguments 
upon their particular Relation to their Dioceſes; 
and denying to the Supreme Power, all Right of 
diſſolving that Relation: Becauſe this, being all 
with regard to the Cauſe of our Deprived Biſhops 
in particular, (upon whom Their own Condu& 
entirely depends, may furniſh Us with an ©4- 
ſervation or Two, of ſome Importance. For here, 
it ought to be conſider'd what our Conſtitution is, 
under which Theſe Biſhops accepted their Epiſco- 
pal D. gates; and what They themſelves had 
acknowledged upon this Subject, — 
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And indeed, as to this particular Branch of our 
Conſtitution, it is manifeſt that, whatever Pommer, 


or Authority, it copfer'd upon Bi fp, by Shi, i- 


tual Perſons, at their Conſecration ; yet the Right 


of executing, or exerciſing this, in their partis 


cular Dioceſes, ariſeth originally from the Nomi- 


nation of the King, This Nomination is veſted 
in the Crown, by the Laws ;, and is ultimately re- 
ſolved in the Supreme Aru: bority of the Nation. 
Conſequently, therefore, as They allow that 


what is given, may be taken away, by the ſame 


Authority; the Right to execute the Epiſcopal 


Office in a particular Dioceſe, coming, in our Con- 


ſtitution, from the Civil Power, may be taken a- 
way, upon great Occaſions, by the tame Supreme 


A 


The Point here is not, whether this be Right, 
and Fitting But whether This were not, in fact, 


Our Conſtitution, when the Deprived Biſhops were 


firſt veſted with their Elecleſiaſtical Authority; and 
acknowledged fo to be, by Themſelves. One 


need not appeal ro Them, if any of them were 


living. All the World knows that They them 


ſelves had, upon their Knees, ſolemnly and de- 
voutly acknowledg'd, that They bad, and beld 
their Biſhopricks, and the Poſſeſſions of the ſame, 


entirely, as well the Spiritualities, as Temporali- 
ties thereof, only of the King's Majeſly, and of 
the Imperial Crown of this. His Majeſties Realm. 
And by the 


This They had ſolemnly ſworn: 


piritualities, nothing leſs could be meant than 
the Relation between Them, and the Church, or 
Chriſtian Clergy and Pts of that Dioceſe, to 


which 
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which the Aing had nominated Them. From. 
| hence it follows that the New-invented General 
Principle of the Nonj rors, cannot poſſibly help 
the Cauſe of Thoſe Biſhops, who, by their own ſo- 
lemn Acknowledgment, could not but believe, 
(whatever they thought of the Power then in 
Poſſeſſion, ) that the Right ful Civil Power was veſt- 
ed with ſufficient Authority to deprive them: 
Becauſe, whatever They believed Themſelves to 
hold ſolely from that Civil Power, They could 
not but believe, They might be deprived of, by 
the ſame Civil Power That is, according to their 
own Solemn Oarh, the Spiritualities, as well as Tem- 
poralities, of their Reſpe&ive Dioceſes. To return, 
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I. Asto the Nature, and Extent, of the Depri- | 
vation here ſpoken of; theſe will appear moſt | 


0 plainly, by ſetting down the very Words of the 
Ad of Parliament, by which this particular Depri- | 


vation now ſpoken of, was EnaFed: And They 
dre theſe. And be it farther Enacted by the Au- 
WE thority aforeſaid, that if any Arch-Biſhop, or| 
j; Biihop, or any other Perſon now having any Ec- 
dleſiaſtical Dignity, Bencfice, or Promotion, ſhall 
* neglect or refuſe to take the Oaths, by this Act ap- 
HPointed to be talen, in ſuch a manner as by this Act 
7e directed. before the firſt Day of Auguſt, in the 
jk Tear One thouſand, ſix hundred, eighty nine, eve- 
ry ſuch Perſon and Perſons, ſo neglecting or refu- 
Ba fing, ſhall be, and is, and are, hereby declared and 
* adjudged to be 1 from the Execution of his 
il: or their Office, by ths ſpace of fix Months, to be ac- 
* counted from the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt; and b | 
1 e 
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2 222 2 
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the ſaid Oaths in ſuch Manner, Court or Place, 
; as they ought to have taken the ſame before the 
: ſaid firſt day of Auguſt; Then He or I hey hall be 
. iplo facto deprived, and is, and are hereby ad- 
8 judged to be deprived of His and Their Offices, 


d The firſt Point here to be obſerved is, That, up- 


ir the Execution of their Office for ſix Months, that 
4 is, from the Exerciſe of their Function, every 
7 


where, where They could with any Right exer- 


vil Government The Deſign of the AF being to 
equally. From hence therefore, it appears that, 
e || upon their Final Refuſal, their Deprivation was 
deſigned and enaQed to be likewiſe a Total De- 
770 where-ever the Authority of the Supreme Power 
4% extended it ſelf. For it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 


a Term Both being intended for the ſame Pur- 


"| poſe. Nay, the very Words of the 4d declare 
: of Them to be Deprived from their Offices, as well 
e as their Dignities, &c. This then is the Depri- 


vation here ſpoken of, A Deprivation from that 
Right to Execute their Office, or excrciſe their 


Function, which They o 


the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons, (ſo having neglected of I f 
refuſed,) ſhall not within the ſaid fix Months tate i 


Benefices, Dignities, and Promotions Eccleſiaſti- 


on their fe refuſe.l, They were Suſpended from 


4 ciſe it before C and every where equally, wh ere 
ſt 1 their Exerciſe of it would equally affect the Ci- 
MIL F 


guard againſt Them, in every Part of the Nation 
privation from the Exerciſe of their Office, 


bl far, as the former Suſpenſion, which was but for 


nce had: And this, ex- 
2 -..-.. tended” 


"09 
tended to All Parts of the Nation equally. To 
ſuppoſe the contrary ; vis. that this Deprivation 
reached only to their mn Dioceſes, but that They 

mightſtill, by ſome Means, or other, execute their 
Offices, in all Parts of them, in any or All other 
Dioceſes, except their own; is to ſuppoſe the 
Act made in Feſt; and fo, as to deſtroy its own 
Intent, By Enacting that Theſe Perſons ſhould 
have no Right to attempt to diſturb, or ruine, 
the Nation, in their own Dioceſes ; but might 
_ diſturb, and endanger it, as much as They plea- 
ſed, in All other Parts of the Nation. 1 
I have remark'd this, chiefly with a View to 
thar Noticn, that this Deprivation by the Supreme 
Power, took not away from the Deprived Biſhops 
their Right to execute the ſeveral Parts of the 
Epiſcopal Office, in any other Parts of the Nation, 
except their own Dioceſes:; From whence it will 
follow likewiſe, that any Miniſter of a Pariſh was 
depried, by this AF, from officiating, only in one 
particular Pariſh ; but that He had ſtiil remaining 
in Him, notwithſtanding the Civil Power, the 
Right of Officiating, in all other Pariſhes of the 
Kingdom, where He could procure a Permiſſion, or 
Connivence, from any Biſhop. This, I confels, is 
not the Plea of the Nonjurors themſelves, - who 
never permit Themſelves even to make the Suppo- 
ſition of Any Right in the Civil Power to deprive a 
Biſhop fromm his Office, tho? it be within the Limits 
of his own Dioceſe only: But of Some who pro- 
feſſẽdly, and, I dare ſay, very ſincerely, oppoſe 
them. But, as this is ſo far from defending the 
particular Deſrivation by that A of 1 


C3. 


here ſpoken of, that it doth, in Truth, unwarily 
deſtroy the whole Intent of it; and leave the Sy. 
freme Power really deſtitute of all Self} Defenſe a- 
gainſt Thoſe, who might by this Allowance effec- 


tually ruine it: J hope, upon theſe Accounts, I 
ſhall not be cenſur'd for endeavouring to defend 
the Deprivation, as it is in Fact, and às it ought to 
be, in my own Judgment, for the anſwering the 
Ends of it, in any tolerable Degree. It is that 
AF of the Supreme Power, which is the Point in 
queſtion. I find, both from the Words, and 
from the ſole Intent of thoſe particular Clauſes in 
it relating to this Matter, that the Suſpenſon, 
and Defrivation, were from the Execution of the 
Office, in All parts of the Nation equally. I 
think nothing leſs than this, would have been of 


any Importance to the Nation's Security: And 


| therefore, it is zbis, which I am concerned to 


juſtify, in the beſt manner I can. 


But here, as I paſs, I can't forbear to take 
| notice of what appears to be the Prejudice, which 
gives the firſt wrong Impreſſion, and firſt leads 


Men's Thoughts out of the Way, upon this 


SubjeF : And that 1s, the Notion of Something 
in'this Matter which the Supreme Power cannot 
take eway, becauſe it neither could, nor did, 
give it. It is enough here to put Thoſe in Mind, 


for the endangering the State, than they will 
allow the Act to take from Them, that the ſame 


that 
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who, by confining the Deprivation here ſpoken 
of, leave much more to the Defrived biſhops, 


ray” of. arguing will deſtroy even their 'own_. 
Deſign, and give back to the Def rived Biſhops, - 
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that little alſo, which They frem willing ould In 
be taken from them. 1 It 
They ſay, They are deprived of their Parti- tak 
cular Relation to their particular Biſboprics; and Th 
conſequently of their Right to perform their 2 
Offices in them. But not of their General Right 
to execute the Epiſcopal Office in other Places, De 
Becauſe what the Civil Power cannot give, it can- thr 
not take away. But I would beg that it might} àpf 
be conſider'd that the Biſhops Right to exerciſe M. 
their Spiritual Powers, in their own particular ho! 
Dioceſes, can no more be taken away, if this 
Reaſoning be good, than the Exerciſe of them 
in other parts of the Nation. If this Right be 
oy entirely, ritual, and conferr'd ſolely by God : 
it muſt be allowed to be equally ſo, both with an) 
relation to a particular Dioceſe, and to the other do 
Parts of the Nation. For I ſuppoſe No On: his 
maintains this Right to execute their Office] Th 
to be a Compoſition, made up of Two Parts lor! 
the One Spiritual, conferr'd upon Them by _ 
"RY | Spiritual Authority for all other Parts of th: Aut 
Nation ;, and the Other, of a Civil Nature, con it n 
'Ferr'd by the Civil Authority, for their ow. to þ 
Dioce ſes. Conſequently, If They may lawfiu ſatis 
be deprived of this Right, in their own Digceſes Th. 
they may as lawfully be deprived of it, in Orbers 
And again, If They cannot lawfully... be de er 
prived of it in All others, becauſe this Rig yt hritu 
of a Spiritual Nature, and not conferr'd by. thiprisv 
Cuil Power; then, not in their own y , whidfſ© 
yet is contended for, For the Argument, bein in 
drawn from the Nature of the Right, and te 2 
Inabili 


"FEY 


Inability of the ci Power to A away, what 
it did not give, holds as ſtrongly againſt the 
taking it away in one place, as in another, 
They therefore, cannot bur allow of a Total Depri- 
vation, as to the Right of Executing the Office, 
who maintain the Rightfulneſs of that Partial 
Deprivation which They allow to extend juſtly 
throughout a particular Diaries, or Dioceſe. This 
| appears more plainly, in the Caſe of Parochial 
j Miniſters. For how unreaſonably, and, in truth, 
| how inſignificant, is it to ſay, that the Coil 
4 Power may indeed deprive a Man from the 
| Right of Executing his Office in his own One 
4 Pariſh, but hath no Authority to deprive Him 
Jof it, any where elſe; but, notwithſtanding 
| any thing the Civil Power can do, jHe may 
do what Miſchief He can, in the Execution of 
his Office, in all other Pariſhes, but his own. 


lor leſs, extended Deprivations of Biſhops. 

ol It this, therefore, be the Argument, that the Civil 
4 Authority cannot take away Spiritual Powers, which 
nit never gave; or make any Perſon totally ceaſe 
yl to be a Biſhop ; there are Two Ways, I think, of 


„Aatisfying thoſe Worthy Perſons, who argue in this 


manner. For, firſt, if They would attend to it, 
„They would find that the Deprivation of Grea- 
dqdter Extent is no more the taking way of Spi- 
ritual Powers, than the other; and that the De- 
i privation from a Right to execute the Epiſcopal 

Office, in All Dioce ſes, and Parts of the Britth Da. 
” iniont, makes the Man no more totally ceaſe to 


te a Chriſtian Biſhop, than the ſame ſort of De. 


ili 1 rivation 


The ſame holds exactly in. the Caſe of more, 


(49) 
privation confined. to his own former Dioceſe : : 
no more totally takes away the Epiſcopal: Cha- 
raFer than the Other. This will appear more 
clearly, if we put the Caſe of one of theſe Bi- 
hope, Defrived, as is here ſaid, from his Office, 
only in his own particular. Dioceſe ; and Mill 
living within the Bounds of that Dioceſe : which 
was indeed the Caſe of Biſhop Frampton. For, 
If He ſtill remains a Chriſtian Biſhop, in that 
_ Diftri#, within the Bounds of which He is 
rightfully debarr'd from his Office; then, the 
Deprivation from the Execution of his Office 

within thoſe Bounds, doth not make him ceaſe 
to be a Chriſtian Biſhop, even within Thoſe 
Bounds. Conſequently, neither will a more 
extended De 8 make Him ceaſe to be a 


Chriſtian Biſhop, though it deprive Him of the | 
Right of executing his Office all over the Na-| 
tien + becauſe a Def rivation, extended through- 


out a whole Country, can have no other Effect, 
or Conſequence, in the whole, than a Depriva- 
tion, confined to any one Part of it, can have, 


in that one Part. This may help to ſhew, that 
there is no Real Difference, as to this Point, in 


Deprivations of a larger, and of a ſmaller Extent. 
hut in truth, neither in the One, nor the 
Otber, doth the Lay-power concern ir-ſelf at all 
with the Powers, or Capacities, within: but 
only takes care that They ſhall not be ex- 


erted to the Hazard of the Public k committed 


to its Care. And if it be lawful for the Safety 
of the Publick, to deprive, or hinder, from the 


Execution of Spiritual Offices, within a particular 
| en 


Car) 


Dioceſe, or a particular Pariſh; as is here al- 
lowed : it cannot but be equally lare ful, to de- 
prive from the Execution of the ſame Offices, 


in All Dioceſet, and All Parts of the Kingdom, 
4 the ſame Safety of the Whole equally require 


And that it doth equally require it, is as 


evident as poſſible, both from the Nature of the 


Thing; nd from the Practice and Principles of 
our Nonjurors.” 


But again, Second, gußpoknz that either in the 


Ons, or Other, or Both of theſe Deprivations, Total 
and Partial, it ſhould be implied, that the Civil Per, 
takes away, what it never give, it is worth wh ile to 
remark, that this is no manner of Argument againſt 
the Rightfulneſt of the Thing + as appears ag 


in the Caſe of Property and of Lite itſelf. 


is evident that, in the nature of the thing, wa 
| vate Property is before the Inſtitution of a Set- 
Ted Government + becauſe the great End bf that 


Iiſ/iuiion is the preſervation of that Property. 


It is not Given, but ſecured, by the Civil Power, 
But the Civil Power can by force, and by tight, 
take away the Part, or the Whole, of the Pro- 


perty of particular Members, when that becomes 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the whole. 


And ſo; can take away, what it never gabe. 


The ſame may be ſaid exactly as to Life itſelf: 
which the Civil Power rightfully takes away, (tho 
it never gave it,) forthe Good of the whole. From 


hence it follows, that Tho' the Rig hr to exerciſe 
an Ecclſiaſtical Office be not ſuppoſed to come, 
in the leaſt degree, from the Civil Poroer; yet it 
_ be taken away by the Supreme Civil Pewer, 


G juſt 


—— — 


> 
* | > 
- Loo au +, ov = I — 
2 ²˙ I 


3 —— 27 22 
r 


& No Las 4 þ 4 ah 
3 » ” _ PWR 9 
4 HE: - 
>. ati 1 n n 
** » 1 » PETE 4 1 9 


. TT —_ 
. 
— —— — 2 1 I 
2 * 4 a - 
F 
* "Ta ks _ 
N 4% ” 


& 4 5 2 


(42) 


' Juſt as Life, and Property; and upon the ſame 
Account, vis, if the continuance of it be in- 
conſiſtent with the Safety of the Whole : 
this, not by any Spiritual Power, but by a Right 
inherent in it, and inſeparable from! it, to guard 


the Society from being undone by Eccleſiaſtical 5 


Officers, as well as by Lay men. 


But if notwithſtanding All this, Any Perſons. 
will contend that the Supreme Power, even {up- 


polang | it to be Righrfil, cannot deprive, debar, 
binder, 


Words but the Thing, ) its profeſs d Enemies from 
Executing their Spiritual Offices, in ſuch Senſe, 


but that there will ſtill remain, in the Biſbops, 
and Clerzy, ſo deprived, a Right, properly ſo called, 1 


to execute their Offices, as They ſhall judge fit; 

I ſhall only add, that they who think | #6 will 
tind it very hard to prove that They themſelves 
have any Right, either to blame the Nonjurors 


for doing what, according to T hemſelveß, They | 


have a Right to do; or, to join with Thoſe, 
who have been ſet up in oppoſition to Their Bi- 


ſhops and Clergy, whom They thus acknowledge to 


have had a Right to execute their ſeveral Offices, 
even to the manifeſt hazard of the Publick; and 
a Right not to be controul'd by that Right which 
the Supreme Power hath to All Things neceſſary 
for its own Defenſe, and Preſervation. 


Jou will by this Time ſee plainly, from what 


hath been ſaid, that. the General Scheme of our 
Preſent Nonjurors, is a New-invented Engine of 
courting Some amongſt Us to their own Ruine; 
never thought of, nor believed, at the time of 
their 


and 


(for we do not diſpute about the 


5 & 
their Deprivation, by thoſe very Biſhops, in 
whoſe Cauſe it is ſo much pleaded ; and, if we 


=p judge by what They had folemnly declared, 


probably abhorred by Them. All the Argument 
| which They could make uſe of, in this Caſe was, 


The want of Authority in the Civil Power then 


in poſſeſſion : But not, the want of Authority in 
the Civil Power, ſuppoſing it to be the Righrful 
Power. And, as to that Matter, I think, I have 
ſhown you that the Szpreme Civil Power then 
in poſſeſſion, had as plain, and evident a Right, 


as the Eternal Law of God can give to any G0 


You ſee likewiſe that the Controverſy is now 
turn'd to that General Principle, which denies 
this Right, as much to the moſt Rightfil Civil 
Power, as to the moſt Unright full. 


Having therefore now, as I paſſed, remark'd what 
was our declared Conſtitution, ever lince the Refor= - 
nation; and known and acknowledg'd ſo to be, 


| 2 


by Thoſe very deprived Biſhops, who are greatly 
injur'd by this New Defenſe of their Followers; 
and. having ſhown you, from the very Words of 


the Ac of Parliament, the Nature and Extent 


of the Deprivation Enacted by it; I am now 
much more willing, F 185 


II. To ſpeak of it, with a general View to All 
Civil Power ;, becauſe this will moſt effect ually 
anſwer All the Pretenſes of our Adverſaries ; and 
to ſhew you, if I can, where the Truth, and 
where the Fallacy lies, in this Part of the Debare - 

"<2 : which 
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which now gives us leave to ſuppoſe the Civil 
Power to have all the Right poſj. ble. - 

W hat have to ſay will reſt upon this uncon- 
toſted Principle: that every Civil Government hath a. 
Right to every Thing neceſſi» 3 far its own Defenſe, 


and Preſervation. The Goſpeh hath not made the 


leaſt 4lieration, either in the Prer nſiond, or Rights, 
of Civil Governtuent's.. From whence the erefore, will 


"oO another Main Point, That no Powers given 
b) the Goſpel to any of its Miniſters, can include 


any Thing in them, inconſiſtent with the Safety ad 
P. eſervation of tbe Civil Government. Theſe are 


ſo certain Maxims, and ſo allowed by All; that, 


whatever Powers, or Privileges, are claim” d by any 
Eccleſiaſtical P er ſons, contrary to theſe, let them 


be what they will, muſt be Groundleſs, and ar 


ed upen certain Miſtakes and Miſrepreſentat ions 
of Scripture. The Arguments therefore, which, I 
am well aſſured, will never fail you, in this Con- 
troverſy, are Theſe, which follow. And, howe- 
ver our Adverſaries may diſturb, or confound 
you, with Hard Words, and Long Stories of 
5 ranſuFions of Weak Men,! in ſeveral Ages, which 
it is eaſy to alledge equilly on each ide of every 
ſuch Queſ/ion ;, and which, therefore, prove no- 
thing: > Here You will find a Reſiing place, and 
a ftr ong &<ireat, which they cannot ſhake. 


Whatever is necefſary to the preſervation of | 


a2 Civil Government, or to the hindrance. of its 
Deſtruction, 15 ind in the Notion of it. 


But, to binds r effectua ly 1 it *Sprofeſs'd E Enemies 
from praying to God, for it's Deſtruction; and | 
8 their Hoavers, in What leads and obli- | 


geth 
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geth Them to ruine it; this is abſolutely ne- 


ceflary for its Preſervation. 


Therefore, this is included 1 In the very Notion 


of Civil Government. 


Thar this was the Caſe in our Nation, is 
plain; and that it may be the Cale in cher Na- 
tions, is as plain: And therefore, the Argument 
holds good againſt the. General Doctrine of our 


Adverſaries. To proceed, 


Whatever is neceſſary to hinder the profeſs d 855 : 
mies of a Civil Government from acting ſucha Part to 
its ruine, is within the reach of the Civil Power. 
But the Deprivation, here ſpoken of, is nothing 
but another Word for it; nothing but the very 
leaſt of what was neceflary to the hindrance of 
that Evil. 
| Therefore, That Deprivation is included in the | 
Right, which is lod ged in Civil Government, for 
it's own neceſſary Defenſe, and Preſervation. | 
The Abſurdity of the contrary Method, will 


appear, by luppoling that the ſupreme Civil Power 
had permitted it's open Enemies, who ſet up au- 


ther Civil Power, in oppoſition to it, to enjoy their 


Biſhopricks, and the Rights of Them: and i bem 


and their Clergy, to be every Day, in their Publik 
Congregations, (as their Conſciences would oblige 
them,) Praying and Preaching for another King, 
and againſt the preſents, with all their Zeal and 
Might. Ther Civil Government which had ſuf- 
fer'd this, had ſuffer'd it's own immediate Ruine; 


and betray'd It's own Rights. Again, 


Every degree of Treaſon i 1s equally within the 
Aber of the Supreme Civil Power, effectually 
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o prevent. And conſequently, to prevent the 


Palla Avowal of its own Ruine, and Deſtructi- 
on : which 1s certainly, in the Nature of the thing, 
Treaſon. This muſt be granted, upon the Suppoſiti- 


on of Treaſon; and there fore deſtroys the General 


Principle of the Nonjurors : as I ſhall ſhew preſently. 


But in applying it particularly, I confeſs, I do 


not apprehend what a late Author, on that Side, 
means, by ſaying, that the Wor/ of their Enemies, 
do not charge them with the ſame Treaſon, or the 
ſame ſort of 1reaſon, which He owns Abiathar to 


Have been guilty of, againſt Solcmon: which plain- | 


ly conſiſted only in his having been in the Intereſt 


of a Competitor for the Crown, Caſe of Schiſm, | 
Pp. 19. If He means by the Worſt of their Ene- | 
mies, Thoſe who barely ſubmut to the preſent Go- | 
vernment, without thinking it to have any Rig be 
on its Side; I believe it may be true, that They 8 
are cautious of charging that Crime upon a Party | 


of Men, whom They hardly think ſo much as 
miſtaken. But as [ rather think, He would call 
Thoſe the Worſt of their Enemies, who differ moſt 
from them; and who truly think the preſent Eſ- 


tabliſoment veſted with All the Right that God and 


Man can give: I muſt aſſure Him, that We are 


_ obliged, by our Principles, to think Their Prayers 
and Preaching, to be Treaſon; as they imply in || 


them, according to Dr Hicks himſelf, not only 


an Oppoſition to our Government, but a Solemn | 
Curſing of it; and That a Civil Government, in it's | 
care of it's own Preſervation, can make no Diffe- 


rence between That, and Other Treaſon. 


The Civil Power hath a Right to hinder, by 
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Force, 


Nothing but the hindring, and forl idding that, with- 
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Force, All Treaſon, and Sedition. Praying, and 
Preaching publickly againſt the State; Teaching 
and preſſing Rebellion againſt this State; Not allow- 
ing Any ſo much as to communicate, in the pub- 
lic Offices of Religion, who are not reſolved 
Enemies to this State; Declaring God's Wrath 
againſt All who ſupport it: What are Theſe, but 
Treaſon, made ten times hotter by Religion? And 
what is Treaſon, if theſe are not Branches of 
it? Now, This is the Avowed Reſult of the 
Nonjurors Adhering to the Popiſh Line, To hin- 
der this, was abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety 
of the State. The leaſt thing, neceſſary for this 

| hindrance, was Deprivation : Which is, in Truth, 


out the hindring of which, This muſt have been 
the Public, and Open Procedure of it's Enemies 
and the hindring it, without proceeding to the Ex- 
| rremities of perſonal Impriſonment, or Baniſhment. 
In this, the Lay-power takes nothing to it ſelf, as 
a Spiritual Officer in the Church; but ſolely, as en- 
dowed with a Power, and Right, to preſerve it ſelf. 
They muſt be very weak, who are blinded in this 
| Argument by the Word Deprivation, which happens 
to be an Eccleſiaſtical Term of Art. The Deprivation 
We are now ſpeaking of, is nothing but hindring 
| Treaſonby Force. And that can belong to noPower, 
but the Civil Power. The only Anſwer here can be, 
| that this can belong to none but a Rightful Civil 
| Power. T:.at I maintain the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
to be. But here, this Anſwer is of no Importance, 
becauſe it muſt be remember'd that We are now 

ſpeaking of that General Principle, which denies 
„„ this 
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this Right equally to the moſt Rig hf, and tlie © 
moſt Unrig//tful Civil Power, To proceed, 
Whatever Power hath a Right to a greater 
Thing, which includes in it a leſs, hath a Right 
to do the leſs, included in it. The Civil Power # 
hath a Right to do a greater Thing, which in- 
cludes Deprivation. Aud therefore, liath a Right 
to do the leſs. A Rightful Civil. Power hath a Þ| J 

Right, for the Defenſe of the Publick; to Im-] ge 

priſon, to Baniſh, or to Execute, any Ecclefea- || of 
ſtical Officer, as well as any of the Laity and | ; 
_ conſequently, to hinder him. from the. Actual & 


Exerciſe of his Office, if that will ſufficiently ] ,,; 
conſult the Safety of the Whole. 4 


This, tho' very evident, wants a little Ex- 
plication: becauſe our Adverſaries grant the One, 4 


that the Sappoſition here, is allow'd by Thenz- h 
ſclves, of a Rightful Civ. Power, This Right- of 
Ful C. v.] Porwer, therefore, makes a Law, that All 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, , refuling to give Security 
of their Alleg:ance, (which is known to ariſe 
only from the Obligation they think them- a 
ſelves under, of zealouſly adhering to a contrary 7 
Power, and oppoſing zb:s,) ſhall not exerciſe || 
| their 


aäland deny the Ober. Biſhops, ſay They, may br ne 
i nmpri ſon d, baniſbd, fined, put to Death, for the L 
lame Reaſons of State, for which the Laity may: , | 
but they may not be deprived. Now, all this is, q 
i in truth, nothing but playing with Words. For 55 
what is this Deprivation, to which the Gvil 50 
| Power pretends a Right, but, in truth, and in|, 
. reallity, as much a Civil Puniſhmesr, upon a Ci- in 
v.l Account, as any of the Others 2 Remember | , 
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their Eccleſiaſtical Offices, to the Ruine of this 
Civil Power. To lay, that the Civil Power may 
impriſon, or may baniſo them, or the like; but 
may not do zhis, is to fay, that the Civil Power 
| may not chuſe any Puniſhment, but the moſt. 
"| Extreme - It is to ſay, The Civil Power may im- 
priſon an Eccleſraſlic totally, but not partially ; 
may baniſh an Eccleſiaſtic out of the whole King- 
dom, but not out of a part of it. For what in- 
- | deed, and in effect, is this particular Deprivation 
of an Eccleſiaſtic, but a partial Impriſonment, as it 
is an hindrance from the Aral Exerciſe of his Fun- 
Sion, as uſual > What is it, but a partial Ba- 
niſbment from his former Station in the Publick 
| Aſſemblies 2 The calling this a Deprivation, a 
thouſand times over, alters not the Caſe at all. 
All the World knows, that the fort of it, We are 
now ſpeaking of, was no other than hie; a 
Law of the Supreme Civil Power, acting upon 
* || a Civil Bottom, for the preſervation of the hole; 
» | claiming only the Power of that Preſervation, 
and of Defenſe againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as 
well as others; and chuſing this Method, rather 
than the Extremity of other Methods : Well know- 
| ing, that a Right to the Greater, includes in it 2 
Right to the Leſs. Nor will the calling it, (in 
the more beloved Language,) the Dethronigation 
of Spiritual Princes, help the matter at all. The 1 
buſineſs of the Stbreme Civil Power (ſuppoſed ot. 
here to be Rightfil,) is effectually to guard Il 
© | what is committed to its Care. If the Conſe- 
quence of that, be, the Dethroning of Spiritual l 
Princes, who threaten its ruine ; this 1s no j 
4 e H more 
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more againſt that Right, than the Dethroning of 
Coor dinate Tempor al Princes, when that be- 
comes neceſſary to the ſame End. But it is in- 


deed, no more than the hindring of Temporal Sub- 


je#s, (for ſuch Spiritual Princes are allowed to 
be,) from ruining their Civil Governours, This is 


all that the Civ Power hath done. And whatever 

follows from that by Conſequence, the Civil Power 

cannot help; nor is it at all concern'd about. 
Let us now conſider Two Inſtances, which may 


ſerve ro help Us more eaſily to conceive this 
Matter. The One is that of Solomon; the Other 


that of st. Jolmn Chbryſo oftom, frequently MENt1oN- 
ed by our Adverſar? Hero 


1. Shlomon, in defenſe of his own R; br, and the 


State in which he was King, deprived Abjathar ; 


thrift Him out by Force, from being Prieſt unto 
the Lord: which He was, "before this. If this were 
not a Dehrivation from a Right to Exerciſe an Ec: 


clefraſlical Office, there never was an Inftance o 
a ee e the World. If you will believe 

Adverſaries themſelves, He might juſtly hav 
gk ſond Him; or baniſb Him out of the Country 
or even executed him. But he choſe this, as a le 


fer Punithment: ard gives His Reaſon for not go. 


ing to greater Extremity with Him. I. Kings 2. 26 


Solomon, therefore, thought He had a Right to 


his, included! in His Right to the other; as a le 
ſer, in a greater. From hence the Argument i: 
plain. If a Rightful Civil Power hath a Right te 
inpriſon, or to execute, for the Safety of the Pub 
lic; much more, hath it a Right to what is leſs 
that | is, the thr ing our, or hind: ing by Force, a 
n. 
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ny Eccleſiaſlical Officer from the A Exerciſe 


of his Office. I ſhall conſider, and explain, this 


Proceeding of Solomon, more fully, in the fol- 
lowing Pages. I mention it now, as it juſtiſics 


me in the preſent Argument, that a Kt to ex- 
ecute, or impriſon, or baniſh, unplies in it a Right 


to remove an Eccleſiaſtic from a Place of too great 


Power and Truſi, to be left in the Hangs of a 
Traytor : which one of the Nonjurors allows to 
have been the Caſe of Abiathar; and overthrows 
his whole Deſign by ir 2 85 


2. The Inſtance of St. John Chryſaſtom, They 
often in vain mention; and in contradict ion to 
Themſelves, and their own Principles. He was 
baniſhed: And baniſhed, for ſpeaking againſt the 

Empreſs. And they argue, in general, for the 
Advantage of their own Cauſe; becaule his Suc- 
ceſſor was an Uſurper, not to be adhered to. But, 


granting this, what is this to their Cauſe ? Let 


us ſuppoſe Him to have been a profeſs'd Ene- 


my to the State, meeting with his People con- 
ſtantly to pray, and preach, with the utmolt Zeal, 


| againſt the Rightful Emperozr ; and, in conſe— 


quence of his Notions, ſetting up Azother, and 


denying Communion to All who would not join 
with Him againſt the Emperour, Let them put 
this Caſe; and They anfwer Themſelves, that the 


Emperour had a Right, nay might be obliged 


in Duty, to Baniſh Him, in defenſe of the Pub- 


lick: In which, his Deprivation would have been 
ſo neceſſarily implied, that his See mult have been 
Vacant; and Another might have been ig fi 
put into it, according to their own Notions; if done 

5 K accord- 


Re 
according to the Local Conſtitutions of that 
Church. Had he been banifh*d for Treaſon, by a 


Right ful Civil Power ; then his Caſe had been 
ſomething to this Cauſe: but entirely againſt their 
main Principle, even by their own confeſſion. 
But as it is, it is nothing at all to the purpole ; 
u aleſs it be to prove that, by their way of argu- 
17g from it, the Civil Power can no more baniſh, 
than deprive, contrary to their own Allowance. 
: To proceed, | e | | | | | 


Whatever belonged to Civil Government, ſtill 


belongs to it by the Mall of God; and is not touch- | 
ed by any Rwuie of Practice, or Order of Miniſters, 


inſtituted by Chri/t : Only the General Obligati- 


on of Obedience declared to lie upon Every Soul; 
and this Declaration made for the fake of Weak 

Chriſtians, who miſunderſtood, and miſrepreſented, 
the Liberty of the Goſpel. Now again, a particular | 
Set of Chriſtiaus; and, (what is the great Wonder) 
aà Set of Chriſtians, who, uponOtherOccaſions, mag- 
nity the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate to an Abſolute 
 Uncontroulable Heighth, againſt their Adverſaries; 
taking away with ohe hand, what They ſo liberal- 
ly beſtow with the Other; plead an Exemption for 
themſelves : and plainly prove that They mean 
their Doctrines of Szbmzſſ1on, for Others, and not 
tor Themſelves. For it is, in Truth, in Effeck, 


and in Conſequence, an Exemption from Civil 
Government, if They can, under the pretenſe 0 


Spiritual Privileges, and Eccleſiaſtical Offices, 


bring the World to think that the Civil Goveru- E 


/ ment hath no Right to hinder Them, (tho' it may 


hinder 


1 5 
hinder the Lazty) from 3 it. For it is 
indeed, to ſay that, in other Words. N 
We are often told that Kings, Princes, and 
States, by becoming Chriſtian, get nothing, but 
| the Great Privilege of being Sul jects, not only 
to Chriſt, and his Goſpel; (which, I muſt ſay, are BR 
| Words ſeldom mention'd by our Adver/aries, with BR 
„any ſuch Concern as ſome others are ;) but to E:- | 
. | clefiaftical Princes: Whom, by calling His Vice ge- 
rent, They think to veſt with Al] that Authority 1 
|| which he himſelf claim'd; nay, I will venture i 
- | to fay, in ſome Inſtances, with more Mere eAu- 
„ thority than He h1mſef ever claim'd. I will not 
- | here diſpute this Point with Them; nor enter in- 
to that Heap of Abſurdities, and, (in my Judg- 
k | ment,) Blaſphemies, which are implied in this 
„ Enormous Claim, I will only plead, in favour of 
ri Kyngs, Princes, and States, that they may loſe 
nothing by being Chr///zax : and ſhall think it 
enough in the preſent Argument, to argue, from 
e their own bountiful Conceſſion, that Eccleſiaſtical 
6 Princes, or Biſhops, have no Right to depoſe Prin- 
l- ces, or ruine States. FFF 
Tr) And my firft Argument here, is this. Whats 
in ſoever a Heathen had a Right to do, in his own 
oth defenſe, That, the fame Ming, becoming Chriſti- 
„an, hath a Right to do. But ſuppoling, for 
71 inſtance, One of the firſt Chri/?:an Biſhops, behav- ||? 
off ing himſelf fo, in all his Spiritual Offices, as to 
, make and confirm the Temporal Subjects of the |} 
a-|| Emperour, his ſettled ſworn Enemies, upon Prin- 
ay ciple; and in an Intereſt directly oppoſite to His: 
er This Emperour would have a Rt to defend 
| 1 5 Himel; 
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Himſelf; and, by virtue of this, as our Adver- 
ſaries own, to baniſh, or impriſon for ever, or e- 


ven execute, this Biſhop ; in which is implied, as 


L have juſt now ſhew'd, his Deprivation, and the 


Vacancy of his See. The fame Emperour there- 
fore, loſing no Civil Right, by becoming Chriſti- 
an, hath a Right to the ſame Seif-defenſe : of 


which the other is only the Unavoidable Conſe- 
quence. Ee ol 


Again, Whatever, Solomon, or any other Few- 


i King, had a Right to; the fame remains to 
that Prince, ſuppoſing Him to become Chri/tian, 
But Solomon had a Right, as he plainly faith of 
_ Himſelf, to have put Abiathar to death, as a State- 
Enemy; and, included in that, a Right to thruſt 
Him from his Eccleſiaſtical Office, by Force. The 


ſame Right therefore, remains to Solomon, ſup- 


poſed a Chriſtian, which was in Him, as a Civil 
ſaid of all Supreme Civil Powers, 


From the Conceſſiom of our Adverſaries, that 
Biſbops ha ve no Right, to depoſe, or ruine, Kings, 
or States, (ſuppoſed here to be Rightful,) the Ar- 


gument neceſſarily ſtands thus. If Eccleſiaſtical 
Princes have no Right to ruine the Supreme Civil 
Power; then, the Supreme Civil Power hath a 
Right to defend it ſelf againſt them, by Force, 
whenever that Riu, or that Depoſition, (for they 
are only different Words for the ſame thing,) is 
rhreaten'd, and profeſs'd: And conſequently, a 


Right to every thing neceſſary for that Se de- 
fenſe. The Civil Power therefore, may rightful- 


ly hinder by Force, their Actual Exerciſe of their | 


O/Fce 
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Office in publick ; Pier it is exerciſed ſo, as 
to teach, and inculcate upon their F ollowers, as 
well as to pray to God earneſtly for, the Ruine of 
that Civil Power, and the Proſperity of it's Ene- 
mies. This bindring Y Force, is the Deprivati- 


on now ſpoken of: and is the Conſequence of 
that Conceſſion. Becauſe it is evident that, ſuppo- 


ſing a Civil Power not to have this Right, it 
follows, that Biſhops have a Right, not to be con- 
troll'd, to ruine States and Kingdoms, by their 


Conduct in their Offices; that is, to depsſe Kings, 
in reallity : Which is contrary to the thing grant- 
ed. Turn it over a thouſand times, I am certain 
you will find the one or the other true; unleſs. 
| You ſuffer Your ſelves to be miſled by the ſound 

of Words. Either Kings and States, havea Right 

to depoſe Biſhops, in Caſes now mentioned : :---Of, - 
Biſhops have a Right to depoſe Kings, and over- 
turn States. But this is denied, at preſent at 


leaſt, by our Nonjurors themlelves. Therefore, 


the former muſt be true. 
. To proceed, As God approves of every thing 
neceſſary to Civil Government, it is neceſſarily im- 
plied in that, that he approves of no Powers, or 


Privileges, in any Perſons upon Earth, which are 


in ſuch Senſe Independent upon it, as to be Incon- 
ſiſtent with it. And therefore, when any of our 


Adver ſaries aſſault you with High Encominms of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Offices; and extol to the Skies, the Pow- 
ers and Prilileges of Clergy- men; debaſing every 
Thing below them : Ailure them, That You are 


5 to pay all due Reſpect to Them, in the Ex- 
ecution of the Good Work, and Holy Ofii; ge, They 


have 


—— 


4 2 — —— ̃ — — n 
rr — eee 
288 * C XK IO -- p- 


nw + 24 — 
— ns Sas wt 4 WEST 
— — - ik * — 22 o 
- . 


8 1 I * n . 5 0 a 2 
2 75 gd e 2 1 8 1 * , * 1 ie "IE | 
Ow . i — 


„ , 
Ws N 
"> 0 ON 


en ee es rea erm cr tr rr nn EOS — 


(569 
have undertaken: But remember at the ſame 
time, | F 
Whatever Powers and Privileges, (be they of 
never ſo high a Nature,) belonging to Clergy-men, 
muſt come from God, and Chriſt. But God, and 
Chriſt, cannot give Them any Powers, or Privile- 
ges, in ſuch ſenſe Independent upon Civil Govern- 
ment, as to be Inconſiſtent with it : becauſe They 
cannot encourage any thing Inconſiſtent with what 
They approve of, in every Country of the World 
equally, gg 
Therefore, No ſuch Powers, or Privileges, can 


belong to any Body of Men, as imply in them | 


that the Supreme Civil Power hath not a Right 
to every thing neceſlary to prevent it's own de- 
, 1 
| There can, conſequently, nothing be implied in 


the Powers or Privileges of Clergy-men, to hinder} ; 


the Supreme Civil Power from depriving Them ; 
if that Deprivation be neceſſary and ſufficient for 
the Defenſe, and Safety of the Whole: A Right 
in any Civil Power, being an Inſignificant Abſur- 
_ dity, without including in it a Right to defend 
that Right from all it's Enemies. And again, 
If the Goſpel hath eſtabliſhed an Independency 
of it's Miniſters upon the Civil Power, in ſuch 
{enſe, as that the Civil Power hath not a Right 
effectually to hinder their Preaching, and Praying, 
and forming Societies, for it's deſtruction; then, the 
Goſpel hath left Civil Government, under ſubjeFion, 
and entirely at the mercy of it's Miniſters, But it 
is certain, that it is ſo far from That, that the 
| Goſpel hath left Civil Government as it found oF 
: and 


a2 
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and hath, on the contrary, put it's Mini/ters, 


and Preachers, as far as the Ends of Civil Govern- 
ment reach, equally under it's Authority, with all 


Others. Eeclefraſtical Officers, are no more ex- 
cepted, than Any Others. If they were, there 


would be an End of the Civil Power, whenever 
They pleaſed to ſet Themſelves and their Con- 
gregations, both in their Prublick Prayers, and 
Doctrines againſt it. As certainly therefore, as 


the Goſpel is a Friend to Civil Government; fo cer- 


tainly, the Miniſters of it can have no Powers or 
Privileges, which can imply any Exemption, in 


Caſes which directly affect the Civil Power ; or, 


which is all one, can imply in them, that the 


Civil Power ſhall not defend and preſerve it (elf 
from being deſtroyed by Them. 


Ik it be objected, that the Civil Power, accord- 
ing to this way of arguing, may proceed to hinder 
all Miniſters from preaching the Goſpel; and the 


like; under the ſame Pretenſe : The Anſwer is 
plain, that it is no Argument againſt a Right in 


any Perſon, or Society, becauſe They may miſtake, 


and think it implies in it more than it doth. 
They who make this Ohje#ion, being in this in- 


conſiſtent with Themſelves, as in many other 


things, allow to the Civil Power, the Authority 
of baniſbing, impriſoning, &c. But ſtill, with 
reſpect to the Power of Depriving biſhops, We 
find it as'kd, (by the Perſon who wrote with 


Dr Hicks's Directions, and under his Eye,) Collect. 


of Papers, p. 305. Doch not this Doctrine allom 


* f . 


a Nero, or à Julian, utterly to dej/roy the Church, 


and thereby to fruſtrate our Saviour's Fromiſe, that 
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tt ſould rin init to the End of the World 2 1 an 


ſwer, No more than Solomon's Right to deprive 


Albiat har, allowed the Ferwiſh Kings to deſtroy tha 
_ whole Prieſthood, and the whole Moſaical. Rel. 
gion. If this was no Argument againſt Solomon's 

Right ; no more can it bean argument againſt the 
—.— Right] in Others. I anſwer again, Not ſo much, 


as the Power of b aniſhing, and impriſoning, and ex- 


ecuting: which is allowed of, in general. But J 
hope, The Nonurors allowing this, doth not im- 
ply in it, the Allowing a Nero, or a Julian, to 
perſecute, to baniſh, to execute, unrighteoully, 
or. unjuſtly, If it doth; J am ſure, that is 2 
" quicker Way to the deltruction of the Church, 
than the other. And if it doth not; then there is 
an End of this falſe Argument. One would indeed, 


bluh for Men, who talk of Argument, to read 


ſuch a Queſtion as this: And for Men, who pro- 


feſs ſo grzat a Concern for Chriſt's Promiſe to his 


Church, above their Neighbours, to find them in 
as mean an Opinion of His Power, or Veracity, 


as the greateſt Deiſt himſelf could de; and imagi- 
ping that any thing that a Nero, or a Julian, can 
do, can hinder Chy #t himſelf. from fulfilling hs 
Promiſe. . 

But there is another thing, whlcls They would 
do well to conſider ; that this ſame Objection 


would be hard againſt Eocleſial ical Power it 


ſelf: which They, who make it, would wil- 
Iingly preſerve untouch'd. It harh proved true 
in Tad, that the Eeclefi aftical Power under 


pretenſe of having Authority in matters of Reli-| 
Con, hath abſolutely, in many Countries, extip- 
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guiſh'd the very Light of the Goſpel, and put in 
it's place, nothing but what is calculated to ſup- 
| 1 it's own Exorbitant Pretenſions. Will theſe 
Perſons allow that this is a Good Argument a- 
| good all Ecclefgaſtical Authority; becauſe it hath 


een abuſed againſt the Good of Chriſt s Church 2 


When Orhers therefore, contend that the Civil 
Power muſt have a Right to every thing truly 
_ neceſſary, for it's own Safety: Ought it not to 
be as much allowed by Themſelves, that Miftakes, 
and Wickedneſs, are not at all juſtified by This; 
but indeed, condeinn'd by Implication and Con- 


ſequence } > 


That which ſeems to me to have caſt a Cloud 
over ſo many Underſtandings. in this Controverſy, 
is, the Imagination that this is to intermix the Cz- 
vil Power, in matters not of a Civil Nature; and 
to make it interfere with Other Powers, of a quite 
different ſort. It will therefore, not be lmproper 
to ſhew You, how the Caſe ſtands between Them; 


and that the very contrary to this, is true: Still 


remembring the Suppolition, allowed! in this. De- 


bare, of a Rightful Civil Power. 


' Whatever affects the Civil Power ; let i it be, in : 


it's firſt origin, never ſo much of an "Ecclefi aftical 
or Religious Nature; tho' eſteem'd an Article, or 
Duty, of Religion by Thoſe who embrace it; 


This makes no difference: If it directly and plain- | 
ly affects the Civil Power, it becomes a matter of 
à Civil Nature, and inthe Eye of the Civil Poꝛe er, 


can be looked upon as no other. It is of no im- 
portance, upon what it 18 originally founded ; or 
4+: " of 
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of what Nature it is, in it's firſt Principle ; or, 
whether it be embraced, by any Set of Men, as 
part of the Goſpil it ſelf, or not. Whatever it be; 
if it directly affects the Civil Power, it becomes, 
| I fay, a matter of a Civil Nature and is made, of 
|  neceſlity, the Object of the Magiſtrate's Care and 
Concerns ---- VIS; ne” 
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For Inſtance, it was a matter of a Religious Na- B 
ture, to Thoſe who embraced that wild Notion, Ide 
that the Temporal Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt was to Ihe 
be ſet up by their Force. But to the Civil Power, In 
threaten'd and attaqu'd by this, it was as much a R 
matter of a Civil Nature, as the ſetting up One C. 
of themſelves in open Rebellion, would have E. 
been. Thus, in the preſent Caſe, Publick Praying, th 
and Preaching, is a matter of a Spirituel, and Ec- ru 
clefiaſtical Nature. But Publick Praying, and lt. 
Preaching, againſt a Civil Government, is, to that pu 
Government, entirely of a Civil Nature and can ex 
be conſider'd no otherwiſe by any orc. It be- fo 
comes Civil Rebellion: and is properly the Con- | 
cern of the Civil Power. It may be an Article of 
ſome Men's Religion And their Conſciences may D. 
be ſo framed, as to direct them to it; as it was, tal 
in the Caſe of the Fifth-Monarchy-men, In this i th. 
reſpect, They mult be left to God, the Great Judge H- 
of the World. But, as to the preſent State of ſpu 
things, this doth not change the Caſe. It becomes Jag* 
truly of a Civil Nature; and is not at all alter'dJ<o! 
by being called Praying, and Preaching, by vir- ext 
rue of any Spiritual or Ecclefgaſtical Authority. lan. 
5 To interpoſe in it, is to interpoſe in it, as it ispu 
1 ENS 2 | 
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a matter of a Civil Nature, threatning Ruine to 


the Civil Power. And whatever is neceſſary to the 
hindring that Evil, is likewiſe ſo far, of a Civil 


Nature, and the Duty and | Rig ht "of | the Civil 
Power. „„ „„ 5 


Again, The Exerciſe of the Fpiſcopel Office is 
fa matter, primarily, of an Fccleſiaſtical Nature. 


But the Exerciſe of the Ep;fcopal Office, to the 


deſtruction of a Righrful Civil Power, (which is 
Fa Civil Nature : And the do- 
ing whatever is neceſſary, to the preventing that 
Ruine, can be conſider'd only as a Matter of a 
Civil Nature. Now if it be neceſſary to that 


here ſuppoſed, ) is o 


End, to hinder any One from the Exerciſe of 


that Office; this becomes a matter of a Civil Na- 


ture, becauſe the Crvil Pon er is undone without 


it. And conſequently, It is not interpoſing in 


purely Spiritual Matters, but in Temporal, to 


exert that Right, which is in all Governments 


for their Preſervation. 
— How often hath it been ſaid by our Greateſt 
Divines, that, had the Chriſtian Religion con- 
tain'd any thing in it, tending to the Ruine of 
the Heathen Civil Powers then in being; or, 
Had the fr/? Chriſtians ſpent their Time, in their 
publick Aſſemblies, in Praying and Preaching, 


Jagainſt their Perſons, Rights, or Intereſt ; They 


could not have. been blamed for perſecuting and 


ſextirpating them? This would not have been 


Jany thing more, that interpoſing in a Matter 
purely of a Civil Nature as Every thing becomes, 
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to mix the Civil Power with matters ee the 
| a 


is attributed to it, only confider'd as Civil, dit 


hides the Light from ſome Men, is, the Miftak: 
as if what is here given to the Chriſtian Civil 
Power, ariſeth ſolely from an Imaginary Righ 
in that Supreme Civil Power, to mix it ſelf 1 
Matters purely Spiritual, I have therefore, her 
ſtated the Caſe, in another manner: and ſhew 
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let it take it's firſt Riſe whence it will, as ſoonf the 
as it directly oppoſes, or threatens, the Civil Pomer. on 


This would not have proceeded from any Righiſit's 


Spiritual but from the Right, inherent in all» 
Governments equally, of Self-defenſe, and Self}Þare 


preſervation, This alone is ſufficient for tha We 
preſent purpoſe : For there is no one, whoſe, 
denies the ſame Right to the Civil Power; into! 
the Hands of a Chriſtian, which is granted to ma 


it, in the Hands of a Heathen; becauſe thishCt 
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The Great Cloud, therefore, T ſay, which 


that this particular Deprivation © by the Su 
preme Civil Power, is a Point of a Civil Na 
ture; and ariſeth, not from any Mixing .offipla 
Two Tncoherent Powers, but from the One Un 


doubted and Undeniable Principle, of Self<d: 
fenſe ; and from this plain Maxin, that thd A= 
Civil Power could not be the Civil PowerBt 


without having a Right (properly ſo called, Ape 


to do cvery thing, neceſſary for it's own Preſin 
ſervation from Ruine, and for the Support of it' an 


COL al. K 0 
Ihe contrary . Suppoſition will confirm whatfof 
I fay. For, ſuppoſing the Civil Power not tdf 

| _ have 


b < 03 : 


have this Right; "aa it muſt be true, that 
the. Minifters, = the Goſpel, (which Expreffi- 
Jon I chuſe to make uſe of, becauſe of 
it's Extent,) have a Rig bt to be exempt from 
Ihe. Civil Power, in Caſes which affect the (i- 
/ Power in the tendereſt Parts; and which 
are therefore, of a Civil Nature: or, in other 
e Ns have a Right to ruine the Civil Pow- 
0 r, (for that mult be the Conſequence ;) and 
ſto 8 up themſelves in it's very Place, and to l 
make Themſelves truly, and effectually, ts 2 
Civil Power. Now this is a manifeſt Adſur- 1 

dity; a plain confounding of Two Rights, as | 
diſtinct as Heaven and Earth And only tends 
to make AJ. Civil Power, follow the Eccle- 
ſraftical, Ih is, at firſt, Imperium in Vnpe. 
io; a Kingdom within a Kingdom. which is, 
þaproperly ſpeaking, the ſetting up of One Au- 
1 thority, oppoſite and contradictory. to Another, 
rein the ſame Individual Cauſes, the ſetting up 
a Spiritual Power, in oppoſition to the Civil, ; 
11. %in thoſe very Points, in which the Civil ERate 7 
of the Kingdom, is extremely concern'd, and : : I 
0 plainly threatned. : | 
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0 This Conteſt between theſe Two Powerr, is an 
{bſurdity, a and a Grea: Evil, whilſt it laſts, 
} But it doth not laft long. The Civil Power, pro- 
|, perly fo called, muſt quickly be ſwallowed up 
reWinto the Other. It is natural to expect it, 
it and true in Experience. At Rome, All is 
ome, by degrees, to be lodg'd in the Hands 
1atfof One. And in all other Countries, the 
to} more 
ve 
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Hands, yet hath the more effectually been ren- 
der'd inſignificant; not to be poſſeſs'd, not to be 
_ maintain'd, without a Licenſe from the O. 
ther Till All other Subjects, as well as Ec- 
clefraſlical, have been es from their Al. 
legiance, upon ſeveral Occaſions; and the Ci. 
vil Power, (tho? never ſo Righrful i in it's Title, 


Les, at their pleaſure. For if once this Ex- 8 
empt ion be granted ; and it be ſo, that the Ec. 77 
cleſſaſtical is not under the Civil Power, in! 
Caſes of the aforeſaid Nature: the Civil Pom- 


the Pope live at Roms; or in England. The ſai 


Defenſe, as a Civil Power, Otherwiſe, it is 
5 not the Civil Power. 


Eccleſinſiical Perſons, as well as Others, is nc 


(64) 


more blindly, and ſtrongly, the Pope's Au- 


thority hath been receiv'd; and the more 1 
Extenſive the Exemption of "Ecelefiaftlicks hath 


been; the Civil Power, though lodged in diſtind 


or Good in it's Adminiſtration,) torn to pie- 


er muft be under the Eccleſi ical; and live, 
and ſubſiſt upon its Good Pleaſure, till the 


time comes of ſwallowing it up. Nor can there th 


e any Difference in this Part of Popery, whether 
Summ of the matter is this 


The Supreme Civil Authority wiv of Righ th 
he endowed. with every Power neceſſary to it“ 


But the Power of doing whatever is neceſſar 
for preferving it ſelf from being ruined b 


ceſſarily implied in this. 
And conſequently, muſt of Right belong to it Ne 
2b An 


* 


l 
| 


C 
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_ Powers, of anether nature, or with any thing «f- 
ſential to them. For it is not at all neceſſary ro 
the Church of Chriſt, that ſuch or ſuch a particular 


Perſon ſhould have a Right always to exerciſe the 
ſame Office. If it were, no one could ever be 
deprived at all, by the Authority of the C lerg y, any 


more than by that of the Laity. But it is abſo- 


Jutely nepeſſary to the Being of the Civil Power, 
that any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon ſhould be deprived of 
his Right. ro the Exerciſe of his Office, if thit 


Exerciſe. of his Office be inconſiſtent with the 
Safety of the State: which was the Caſe of Abia- 
thar, in Solomon's Reign. Now this is all that 


is included in the Deprivation we are now ſpeak- 
ing of: viz, the Right. of hindring an Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Perſon from exerciſing his Function, which He 
cannot exerciſe without the manifeſt Hazard of 
the State. And, if inſtead of Deprivation, (which 
happens to be an Eccleſiaſtical Term of Art,) the 
ſame thing were expreſs'd in thoſe other Words; 
it could not poſlibly be denied to belong to the 


Care and Office of the Rightful Civil Power, and 
that only: and that the Eccleſiaſtical Authority in- 


terpoſing in it, would be to mix it ſelf in a Mat- 


ter purely Civil, and of a Secular Concernment. 


And therefore, rho' it may be ſaid, that Depri- 
vations upon other Accounts muſt be performed 
by a Spiritual Authority; yet certainly, it cannot be 
proved, by any Eccleſiaſtical Principles, that this 
fort of Deprivation muſt be fo. Becauſe a Matter 


of a Civil Nature muſt belong to the Civil Power. 
Now, whatever, Deprivations upon ſeveral other 


K Accounts 


., And this, without the leaſt interfering with 
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ſent, Ratification, or Confirmation, of any other. 
For if it did, it would be entirely at the Diſpoſal 7 


——— C** — — 
* 
— 


— 
2 Soo - as - 
>» 1 


ciety; and therefore cannot be true. 
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 dency in theſe, is as fir from the Sound, as from the 0 


ſo unexceptionable an f. Sar againſt themſelves, 


Right to the Crown, thruſt out Abiathar from being 
Prieſt unto the Lord: And the ſame Solomon put 


- T0 


Accounts may be; yet, without doubt, a Depri- 
vation, upon an Account merely Civil, is a Matter 
of a Civil Nature. And therefore, not only be- 


] 

2 
longs to the Civil Power ; but cannot indeed be- n 
long to any other: nor depend upon the Con- 
t 


of that other, whether the Civil Power ſhould be 


ſupported or ruined: which is 2 Suppoſition ab- fc 
ſurd in it ſelf, and deſtructive of all Human So- t 


Gur Adverſaries often ſeem willing to intereſtf} I. 


the Scripture in this Part of the Controverſy, But 7! 
it happens, that, in the New Teſtament, the Goſpel F 


is ſo repreſented, that the Independency of its Mi- th 
niſters is no more to be found there, than the In- h 
dependency of its La ity upon the Civil Power, Eve. A 


ry Soul ĩs equally left ſubject, in Matters of Concern} d 


to the Ends of Civil Government. And Indepen- 0! 


Meaning, of the Goſpel. 


And, in the O7 Teſtament, from which they 
often bring their Parallel, there is ſo plain, and 


in this very Point of Deprivation, that, I think. 15 


their own Anſwers (hew the Impoſſibility of ger4 w 
ting clear of it. I. Aings 2. 27. Solomon, upon R 


an Account merely Civil, relating to his own 


Zadbocł the Prieft in bis room, v. 35, That is, Solo 
mon deprived One of the Exerciſe of his Function 


to which he had been appointed, according to tha R 


le ee any 
Inti 


6 rn 


oy 
* 


55 1 ” 
| Inſtitution of God himſelf: and the ſame Solomon 
appointed another to ſucceed him. What can be a 


more expreſs Parallel than this, ofthe Stipreme Civil 
- | Power, depriving one Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, and put- 


. ting in Another, upon the ſole Conſideration of the 


u Intereſt of the State? But this is evaded. 


e 1. Abiathar, it is ſaid, had not ſo much Right 
- to that Poſt, as Zadock; and fo Solomon did no- 
thing but put out One, and put in Another who had 


more Rigbt. Now, this admits of a Reply, equal- 
ſt ly diſagreeable and contradictory to our Advèr ſa- 


ut ries Principles, whether Miathar was Riphtful 


e High. Prieſt; or not, For, if He had the Right; 
li- then Solomon diſplaced a rightful High-Prieſt. If 


5e. Acceptance with God, and being bleſſed by God, 
rn} did not ſo much depend upon the regular Succeſſi- 
n- on, and Right, of Perſons exerciſing the Prieſtly 
he Office, as our Adverſaries conſtantly contend, in 
this ſame Controverſy. Beſides, if this were ſo; 


Prieſt, upon an Account merely Ecclefiaflical, vis. 
becauſe he was not the rightful High-Prieft , which 
| Right lay; it plainly appears, that Solomon thruſt 

Him out, not becauſe He had no Right to the Prieſt- 


Enemy to his Title to the Crown ; which makes 


th Right. The One was diſplac'd, merely as an Ene- 


ſti⸗ Iny; the Ot ber put in, merely as a Friend, Now 


* = the 


n- he had not; then it is as plain, that the Peoples 


this. is an Inſtance of a King, depriving an High. 


is a ſtronger Argument againſt Themſelves, than 
we can raiſe from hence. For, indeed, wherever the 
hood, but merely becauſe he had ſhown himſelf an 


this Inftance of equal Importance to the preſent. 
Argument, whether He, or Zadock, had the better 
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the Queſtion in hand i is, not, what the Caſe was 
between Ahiarthar, and Zudack but, what Ground 
Solomon went upon ; or, what Power and. Art bority 
le aſſumed, as a King. And that was plainly 
. this, to remove one High- Prieſt, for being in a 


contrary Inteieſt; and to place Another 1 in His room, 
whom He could depend upon. 
2. That Abiathar had been exiles. of Treaſon, 


One of their late Advocates allows to be a good 


Ground for what heſuffer'd. Now, what was this 
_ Treaſon, but ſetting up Another Prince, in Oppo- 
ſition to Solomon ? The fame Caſe exactly a or 
preſent Argronent, in which our Government is 
ſuppoſed to be rieb) with the deprived Bi- 


ſhops, If ee the Deprivation was lawful | in 


on? Cale; certainly, in the other. 


Another Evafion' is, That the Church ben 


bad depriued him be fore; tho' it be not ſo ſaid. 
Now, if this had been fo; and of ſo great Im- 
portance as we are often made to believe; the Wri- 


ter of this Hiſtory would not have omitted it, as 
a little trivial Circumſt ance. But how great (I had 
almoſt ſaid, how wicked), muſt that Prejudice be, 


why when the Hiſtory faith a Solomon 


ruft him out from being Prieſt unto the Lord; and 
again, that the King put Zadock in his room; nay, 
and relates the very "Reaſons, Solomon himſelf gave, 


why He would not take away his Life, as He might 
have done, but only thruſt him out from being 
Prieſt: Which, after all this, 1 ſay, rather than 
deſert a Cauſe which.can't be defended, can invent 
a new Accaunt; and interpole in this Matter, with 


it may be, and perhaps, Solomon did not'thruſt him 


2 * 8 
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out of that Office; but the Church ebruſt him out 
from being Prieſt; and that Solomon, in what He 


did; only follow'd Orders, and was the Churches 
Executioner ? It may as well be ſaid, that He nei- 


ther order'd the killing of Adonijah, nor of Joab; 


nor indeed had any Right over the Life of Abia- 
thar, (which He plainly claims) without the At- 
tbority of the Church: for one is full as plain and 
expreſs, in the ſame (Chapter, as the others + and 
all ſpoken of, as equally flowing from-his own 
oo» Be eb open odds 


43. Another Foaſion is, That Abiathar had both 


the Title and Revenue of High-Prieſt after this. 
But it is very plain that, what Revenue foever he 
had, was Matter of Favour and Mercy, not of 
Right; and only a Permiſſion from Solomon, His 
being called Prieſt afterwards, can't poſſibly prove 


that He was not rhruſt out from being High- Prieſt, 
as the Text expreſly ſaith. For he could not poſ- 


ſibly be thruſt out from being High-Prieſt, and yct 


not be thruſt out, at the ſame time. He could 
not be our of his Office, and in his Ofiice, at the 
ſame Inſtant. Nor is it of any Importance in this 


Queſtion, whether Abiathar was afterwards only 
call d Prieſt, as one that had been Prieſt; or 


whether He really were ſo, or not. For if he was 


really ſo, He was reſtored to his Office by the ſame. 
Civil Power ; by Solomon alone: (tho! I can't ſee 
how this S:yppoſrtion is conſiſtent with the fulfilling 


the Mord of the Lord, as it is faid in this ſame 


place, referring to I. Sam. 2. 35.) And this, I think, 


will be ſtill more in favour of the (wi Porer, 


But 


(76 ” 


But theſe Evafons are all in vain: and ſo it 
would be, if they could find never ſo much dif- 
ference between the Circumſtances of the Jewiſh 
Prieſts, and the Chriſtian Biſhops. The great thing, 
which they can never get rid of, is, that it is 
ſtill, (let them ſay what they pleafe, and turn it 
round till their Heads are giddy with it,) an In- 
ſtance of a King, a Secular Prince, a Subject, in their | 
Phraſe, of the Ecclęſiaſtical Power, in Religion, 
depriving, removing, thruſting out, by his own. Au- 
thority, his Eccleſtaſtical Superior; thruſting out by || + 
Force, the Prieft of the Lord, from being Prieſt of 
the Lord taking away what He never gave; nay, 
5 what Abiat bar had from God Himſelf. Let them 
put it in as high, and as terrible Words, as they 
77 pleaſe; ſtill it is very plain that Solomon ventur'd 
t it, in his own Defenſe; and this without Cen- 
ſure, from God or Man. The Point is tao evi- || * 
| dent to be denied, that Abiathar was in an Eccle- || 
 fafticalOffice;, that He was rhruſt out, or deprived, 
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1 by Solomon, v. 27. (and not by the Church ;) that ; 
' the King, (not the Church,) put Zadock in bis room, || | 


C v. 35. and that Abiathar was never again in that 
„ Office, from which He was once thruſt out, be- 


cauſe the Place was filed with Zadock; who is | 
named before Abiathar, when He is call'd Prieſt, 
bl %%%» ͤffJ—ꝑ— pI EN 
In the preſent Queſtion therefore, the Argu- 


| ment from Soloman's Example, Can be no other 


than this. Salomon thruſt out, or deprived, Abia- 
it thar, from being Prieſt, who was before Prieft of 
| the Lord; and the fame Solomon put Zadock in his 
+ room : and this, upon an Account merely Secular 
and Political. There⸗ 


33 


| Therefore, if His Example be | of any Impor- 


tance, it is the Rigbr of the Supreme Civil Power 
to deprive Ecclſiaſtical Perſons, and place Others in 
their room, when Self-Freſervation really and 


4 


Viſtance of Solomon is a plain Tuſtance againſt the 

general Principle of our Adverſaries, 
This Inſtance of Solomon is likewiſe, as T have 
own before, a plain Inſtance of a Kings having | 
not only the Power of Impriſoning, Baniſhing, 
"Executing, &c. but of Depriving.- and a Prof 

„that, if Deprivation ſecures the State, the State 1 


phinly makes it neceſſary. 6. Conſequently, this 


may chuſe that Puniſhment which is leſs, before 
another which is greater, and to which it hath a 


7 0 


Civil Power. If of a Spiritual; it w 
Conſequence to the Cauſe of our Adverſaries, be- 


Self-Defenſe. _ 


e thing 7-Wait repeat," Fabre 1 lee 
this Inſtance. Either this rhrufling our Abiathar 
| from being Prieſt unto the Lord, (or, in Dr. Hicks's 


Language, from his Throne,) was a Matter of a 


Civil Nature; or of a Spiritual Nature. Let them 

chuſe which they pleaſe. If it were of a Civit 

Nature; then, as ſuch, it was Tete by the 
1 


— 


be of worſe 


cauſe it will give to the Supreme Civil Power all 


the Right, which Solomon's Example can give, to 


of Corah (ſo often mention'd by our Adverfaries) 


terrify them; becauſe Solomon ought much more 


to have been terrified by that, if it had related to 
this Cafe : Whereas it is plain, Ze thought it of 
no Concern to him, acting for his own neceſſary 


I have 
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Thave thus traced the Reaſonings, and Inv 
1 ations, of our Adverſaries, back to their Original 
3 and firſt Spring. And, I hope, I have fully ſatis- 
fed You, in the particular Controverſy between 
Them, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, now fixed 
| amongſt us, in Excluſion of the Popiſh Line, that 
the Nature and Ends of Government, the Will! 
of God, and the very Being of our Laws, and 
Conſtitution, abſolutely required this Excl 5 5 
and this Settlement : and there fore certainly 
the Right and Title of that 1luſtrious Fan 1 now 
upon the Throne, to the pls en and F 1 
. bation of All who will think, without Prejudice, 
upon this Subject: And likewiſe in their 9 
Controverſy with all Civil Power, to which they 
ö abſolutely deny the Right of depoling Biſhops, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, that I have proved this 
Right to belong to it, from the very Nature and 
"3 Eſſence of Civil Government; as ſomething ſo ne- 
ceſſary to it's Preſervation, that it may (at any 
time) be ruined and diſſolved without it; which 
is the higheſt ſort of Proof; and confirm'd, as I 
| have ſhewn, by the Goſpel; 38 well as by : a plain 
Inſtance under the Law. 
 Suppoling therefore, (what I never can grant 
for the Sake of the Honour of Ged, and of the 
Chriſtian Religion,) that their Grand Spiritual Te- 
mn picks had any Reaſon in them; that the Benefit 
of God's own Appointments to Tou, depends upon 
a Regular, uninterupted Succeſſion of Rightful Bi- 
ſhops; (which God's Providence never yet, in Fact, 
kept up, as far as we can judge of things ;) or 
that your Communion with any Biſhops, ſucceed- 
ing 
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ing ſuch as have been depoſed by an unlawful and 
undue Authority, deſtroys all your Title to God's 
Favour: (which He himſelf hath never told you.) 
I ſiy, ſuppoſing theſe and the like points, with 
which they amaze, rather then convince, their weak | 


Followers; yet, here you have a Reſting: Place, 


and you ſee how the Cauſe lies before you, as 
to the Concerns of our OW1l Nation, to which 


They apply the whole. 


The Excluſion of the Popiſh Line, from all 


Cioil Power over this Nation, was neceſſary. , Juſt, 
and lawful.” 


were excluded, was juſtly-lodged in the Hands of 


the next Pr oteſlant Heis. The. Yer eme Civil Power, 


having then the true and proper Authority of * 
vernment, had a Right to every thing neceſſary to 


its own Defence and Preſervation: And conſe- 
quently, had a Right to depoſe thoſe Biſhops, who 
refuſed to give any Security of their Alegiance, 


and actually ſet up another Civil Power in Oppoſi- 
tion to ĩit. And the Poſſeſſor of the Crown, as certain 


a Right to name others. to ſucceed Them in thoſe 
Biſhopricks, as any former Kings had before, to 
name Thoſe very depoſed Biſhops. 


There is no Terror therefore, from their Al 
larms, even upon their own Notions of Regularity | 
and Sebiſm : becauſe, theſe Þiſbops having been 


rightfully depoſed, their Succeſſors are the Regular 
Biſhops; the Churches of their Succeſſors are the 
true . the ſetting up Altars againſt their 
Altars is the ne Schiſm ; the Centre of Unity is 
with Them; and God's Favours and Graces, diſ- 


penſed by Them alone. And much leſs Terror to 
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That Civil Power, from which They 8 
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EL... 
yon, from the Excommunication denounced in one 
of the Canons of the Church againſt 4% who de- 
ny or 1mpugn the King's Sipremiley. in Eccleſea- 
flical Cauſes; which ſome of them have the Va- 
nity and Blindneſs to allege in favour of Them- 


ſelves : arguing that the Xing there mentioned, is 
the Rightfil King; that the Rightful King 1s the 


Ring whom They on; that all who join in the 


preſent Eſtabliſhment deny His Suprematy, and con- 
ſequently are excommunicated by the Canon; up- 


on which Excommunication theſe Chriſtian Hug) 
command all God's Wrath to attend. One would 


think, it were enough to repeat hi, 10 fill all 


their own Followers, with a Deteſtation of ſuch 


Principles, as make the Goſpel thus vain, and 
romantick, and barbarous. 


ut their Weakneſs, 13 | 
here equal to their Prefunption. For there are 


Two Ways, to which they lie open to their own 
Denunciations. The Firſt is this. If the preſent 
Eſlabliſbment ſhould happen to be Rightfid, (as 1 
have proved it to be, from the ffrongeſi of all Civil 
Principles,) then, theſe very Alen themſelves are 
the Excommunieated Perſons entitled to all the Evils 


of their own Hypotheſes, ſuppoſing it to be true. 


The other Way concludes againſt them, more cer- 


tainly. For, all the World knows that their great 
Aulvocates have zelouſſy and openly denied the Su- 
premacy of all Kings ;, as well of King  Fames ; as 


of King WILLIAM, and King GEORGE. From 


he it follows, "that either they do not be 
lieve themſelves in the terrible things they tell u 
of Excommunication, and only uſe them, as they 
would Stories of Holgoblin and Bughears, tc 


""_ 


frighten the weakeſt of Women and Children; or 
elfe, that their principal and mighty Advocates, and 
all their Followers, have lived and died in that 
miſerable Condition, in which they deſcribe ſuch 
Perſons to be; that all their ſacred Offices were 
invalid to their People, and Mullities in them- 
ſelves; and that their own Biſhops, and their oun 
Churches, are unchriſtian d, and unchurched, by 
T nt on denn 3, e 
And again, when they tell you in ſome Places 
that Polluting or Immoral Prayers, und Polluted = 
Worſhip, are ſufficient Reaſons for ſetting up; and 
continuing Biſhops againſt the Claims of other” Bi- 
ſhops; this inevitably leaves in your own Conſci- 
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2 


ences the Judgment of ſuch Prayers, and ſuch 
And this alone, upon their own Church- 


Principles, layeth an Obligation upon All, who 


ſincerely judge the Popiſh Line to have no Right, 
and the Proteſtant Line to be Rigbtful, to depart 
from the Communion of the Non-juring Biſhops, 
and their Worſhip, in which they think God at- 
_ fronted by immoral Prayers ; and to join in other 


Worſhip directly oppofite to it. Nor can they 


_ poſſibly find out any Ground for condemning this 


procedure, but this One, which it is high time to 


be aſhamed of, on all Sides, That Men have a 
Night to judge about Doctrines and 1 if they 
Ju 77 


er from | 


ge as We our ſelves do: But if they 


our Judgment, they have no ſuchiRight at all, 

I do not love, I confeſs, ſo much as to repeat 
the principal Branches of their Beloved Scheme. 
They are ſo different, from whenceſoever they come, 
335 e 1. 2 from 


they have invented. for Others. , 


oof * 
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from the Voice of the'Goſpel. But the Artillery 
of our Adverſaries, is certainly. t turn'd againſt 
Themſelves. And, methinks, it ſhould move them 
a little, to conſider no more than this, that, un- 
leſs they are infallibly certain, both of their Prin- 


ciples, and of their Conduct; it may be true that 


their Biſhops were rightfully depoſed; and that 
then they have themſelves framed a Sy/tem, to caſt 
_ Themſelves out of God's Favour, and to conclude 


Themfelves under the State of Damnation, which 


' 
- 


But this is not all that ought to be faid to ſuch 


a Syſtem of Powers and Privileges, as. They have 
annexed to their Spiritual Offices to create, one 


would think, the Horror of a dreadful Veneration, 
rather than the 4fe&iom of a Reaſonable: Re ſpect. 
What I have juſt-now remarked, may ſhew that 


there is ſo much to be” ſaid, upon the beſt and 
trueſt Foundations, for the Right of the Supreme 


Civil Power of this Kingdom, againſt the Depoſed 


Biſhops, that it is not out of any fear for our 
own Cauſe, that we need to deny their Scheme of 
Church. Pawer and Sacerdotal Privileges, becauſe the 
whole may ſo calily he turned againſt Themſelves. 


But this Matter is of that great Importance to all 


Humane Society; of that Scandal and Reproach to 


Cbriſlianity it ſelf; of that Malignity in its Influ- 


ences upon the whole of true Religion; and of 
that Indignity to the GOD and Governour of the 
World; that it is, not only in our Adverſaries, 
but in All Parties, and on all ſides, univerſally 


and conſtantly to be oppoſed, This, therefore, 


will be another ſafe and eaſy Method of ſecuring 


aur 


Fparticular. 
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lurements. _ 


. 


[your ſelves againſt their Spiritual Terrors and Al- 


When They would allarm you, (as their Fellow. 
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You may tell them ſecurely, that you have not 
ſo underſtood the Nature of that God, who is 
your Governour, and Judge; that you have not 
ſo learn't Chriſt; or the Deſgn of his Goſpel; or, 
even, the foundation of this particular part of his 
Church, re form'd and eſtabli{h'd in England. The 
following Arguments will juſtify you: Which 
therefare ought to be frequently in the thoughts 
of 4d, who have any value left for the moſt 
Important Points, e woakg: 


God 
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God is Juſt and Equal, and Good : and, as ſure 
as He is ſo, He cannot put the Salvation, and 
Happineſs, of any Man, upon what He himſelf 
_ hath put it out of the Power of any Man upon 

Earth, to be entirely ſatisfied in. It is certainly 
| Al ſurdit), and, I fear, Blaſphemy, to Suppoſe that 
God hath given away the diſpoſal, either of his 
Mercy, or of his Wrath, out of his own Hands, 
into thoſe of weak, vain, and paſſionate Men, 
as capable of all Errors, and of all Wickedneſs, 
as any of their Brethren. And, if He hath not; 

then you may, with ſecurity, as you ought 1 in 
duty, depend upon Him alone, and walt for His 
{i final Determination. 


5 It hath not pleaſed God, in tis Providence, te 
1 keep up any Proof of the leaft Probability, ot 


moral Poſſibility, of a Regular Uninterrupted Suc 
ceſſion. But there is a great Appearance, and hu 
manely ſpeaking, a Certainty of the contrary 
that this Succeſſion hath been often interrupted 
9 eſpecially in the opinion of Thoſe who maintai 
| all Lay-Baptiſms, and all Offices performed by 


il be mere Nullitiei There having been certainly 
great Number of ſuch like Inſtances. _ 

It is highly abſurd, to put ſo important 
point, as God's Favour, and Eternal Happineſs 
upon what no Man living can ever be acquaint 
ed with, to his SatisfaQion.. But ſtill more a 
. to put it upon a Matter, the contre 

ty to which appears to be true. This 
the Caſe here. This Regular U aden Succe 


5 


Perſons, who either have been irregularly ordained 
or have forged their Pretenſions to Ordination, t. 


„ 

| /on of Perſons qualified and regularly ordained» 
is a Matter impoſſible to be proved. Nay, the 
e contrery is more than probable, upon all Hiſtorical 
Evidence Which we receive in other Caſes, 
Therefore, your Intereſt in the Favour of God 
can have nothing to do with it. As ſure as God 
is juſt, He would have laid this Matter open and 
«|| plain to the Capacities of thoſe whoſe Salvation 
„Jas to depend upon it. Now, He hath in fact 
© been ſo far from making this plain, in his Pro- 
vidence; that He hath -rather mads the contrary 
plain. Therefore, This cannot be the Point, upon 
i which your Salvation can at all depend, 
Þ Amongſt our ſelves particularly, the Caſe will 
admit of another Argument, drawn from the pe- 
culiar Circumſtances of our Church, and the inex- 
tricable Difficulties ariſing from them: which 1 
would not fo willingly ſpeak of, were it not, 
that the Church of Rome is making continual uſe 

Jof this fort of Argument, in which ſome Prote- 

„ante take ſo much delight. It is very well 
6 known that, everſince the Reformation, there hath 

been a Regular Succeſſion of Biſhops kept up, cer- 
| fainly in Ireland; and probably in England alſo; 
by the Church of Rome. At leaſt we may have 
leave to ſuppoſe it; and that is the ſame thing, 
as to the preſent Argument. It 1s as well known _ 
that Several of the firſt Proteſtant Biſhops, were 
named by the Lay-Power, as Succeſſors to Biſhops, 
who were deprived. folely by that Lay-Power. 


Proteſtant Church, whether of Non qurors, or O- 
ther, but what muſt come down from thoſe Bi- 


ſhops, 


Nor can there be any Regular Succeſſion in the 
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ſhops : whom yet our Adverſaries muſt deny to have 
been Biſhops, upon the Account of thoſe bay De- 
Iv: arton dg. 

Ask our Adverſories thertore! firſt, What ſhould 
} we have done; upon their Principles, for any. de- 
9 Pee, of Reformation 2 Not only, for ow Church 
of England, but even for their own? To wait 
for it, in a Regular way, from the Hands of the 
Popiſh Biſhops, and Clergy themſelves, in wr 
Eyes it was worſe than Death, had been to giv 
Conſent to all Superſtition, and Wickedneſs, in 
expectation of what would never have come to 
paſs. And to have it from any Hands but theirs, 
1 will, I fear, Upon their Principles, give a Nullity 
80 the whole : As this cannot be done, without 
. ſetting up Altar againſt Altar; and one Succeſſion 
Ss Of Biſhops againſt Another. 
bo But, as we have received from our Fore. fathers 
Wo 2 Reformation; and have a Church, which theſe 
5 Gentlemen think ſo well of, that they will allow 
no Share of it to Any but Themſelves talking much 
olf the Succeſſion of their Biſhops, and the like 
Ask them, how we ſhall decide the matter, (not 
| between Our ſelves, and Them, but) between thei! 
much Dearer Friends, the Res -Catholicks, an 
li Them: Whom they have never yet declared ti 
de Excommunicated, or out of Chriſt's Church; © 
J without Chriffs Ordinance. Where there i is 'B: 
ſhop againſt Biſhop ;, and Altar againſt Altar; thi 
one ſide, or the other, they tell you, muſt b 
(not only miſtaken, but) void of all pretenſes t. 
the Privileges of the Church of Chriſt; or eve 
to the Name of Church, Now, the Popiſt have 
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one Regular eAppointment, or Uninterrupted Succe f 
fron of Biſhops, undefiled with the Touch of L ay- 
Hands : And They, according to Themſelves, have 
another. By virtue of the former alone, the Po- 
piſh Laity receive the Authoritative Bleſſing ;, and 
the Aut boritat ive Abſolution , And by virtue of the 
latter, the People, in Communion with the Non- 


jurors, receive the ſame good things from their 


Prieſts. But I have never heard yet, that this 
preſent Popiſh Church, in England or Ireland, hath 


been condemn'd by our Adverſaries, as No Church, 


and all its Ordinances declared Null; and its Suc- 
cefſion, Irregular, or Inſigniſicant. And yet, upon 


their Principles, if the Appointment of Romiſh 


Biſhops here be Regular; there cannot be Another, 


in oppoſition to it, Regular likewiſe. If the 


Popiſb Church here, be a Church; then, theſe new 


Proteſtant Churches, cannot be truly ſo. If the 2 


Ordinances in that be valid and good ; the Or- 
dinances in their Own muſt be Null and Void. 
Becauſe it is ſet up, Altar againſt Altar, and 
Cburch againſt Church, and One Succeſſion of Bi- 
CCC 


The Advocates of the Church of Rome, there- 


fore, are ſo wiſe, as to turn theſe Principles of 


fome profeſs*'d Proteſtants to their own Account; 
and delude many weak Minds, of ſuch as have 


been firſt deluded by our Nonjurors, by ſpeaking | | 


to them, in ti manner. Your own Guides 


and Doctors, put. your Title to God's Favour 


„ upon your adhering to a Regular Succeſſion of 


* Biſhops and Clergy; and upon the Nullity of 
God's Ordinances to Ton, in any other Way, fer 


M . 0 up | 
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ug up in Oppoſition to this. They go ſo far,, as to B 
< mullify the Qualifi cations of fuck as have ſuc- h 
e ceeded Biſhops, deprived by the Lay-Power on- F 
* ly; and of ſuch as ſet up Altar againſt Altar, It! 


and Succeſſion againſt Succeſſion, where there is a If. 
* Church before. Now, their own Succeſſion of 


* Biſhops is ſet up, in Oppoſs tion to Ours ; which 3 
© 1838 regular and uninterrupted as that was before v 
* the Reformation, from which alone they are Io 
* willing to derive the Validity of their own Or- 
© dinations. Their Altars are 121 up againſt Ours; v 
cc 1 

v 

h 


* their Churches againſt Ours : which They have 
4 te never yet declared to be No Churches. We have 
A the moſt regular Succeſſion, from which T heirs 


tis a Deviation. Therefore, upon Their own | i 
Principles, Owrs is the True Way to God's Fa- ; 
„ your. At leaſt they muſt acknowledge, in their ||. 
4. <« 

* 


5 Way of Arguing, that if you cannot Commu- ( 
„» nicate with Us, you ought to live without the 2 
Appearance of the Ordinances of God; rather 5 
; « than Communicate with Them, who are Schiſ- | 
„ matical, upon their own Principles, and Excom- 7 
00 municated by Us. Beſides, ſome of the Biſhops, 
« in their own Line of Succeſſion, all the World 
c knows, at the beginning, ſucceeded Thoſe of 
© Ours, who were deprived by the Civil Power on- 
itt * ly s and therefore „by Tbemſelves, muſt be acknow- 
1 Fs ledged as Schiſmatical, and not to be followed, 
= without the F orfeiture of God's Fa avour ““. | 
= When a Pppiſh Frieſt attacks one of tlie Full 
i - lowers of our Nomurors with this Argument; 
I profeſs, I ſee not ; He can poſſibly anſwer 
it, without forlaking Their Principles. It is not 


enough 
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enough for 1155 to be taught to ſay that the 
Biſhop of Rome never had any Rigbtful Authority 
here in this Iſland, to make, or unmake, Biſhops. 
For if that were ſufficient to annul the 7; alidity of 
the Popiſh Succeſſion of Biſhops, it will as much 
follow that there was no Epiſcopacy, no Church, here 
before the Reformation, as ſince: Which theſe Per- 
LW ſons will not, for the World, agree to, becauſe it 
will render invalid their whole Sett, and Succeſſi- 
on of Clergy ; whoſe Powers to ſcrve God in his 
Church, they are not content to derive from God's 
Will, any otherwiſe than by a regular Succeſſion of 
- Biſhops and Clergy, Beſides, if their Principles 
© would let them go fo far, this would not at all 
5 
7 


heal, or make up, that Chaſm, or Gap, which is 
in their Succejj; on, by the Lay-Deprivations, almoſt = 
at the beginning of the Reformation. 

Nor is it enough to affirm, (is Dr. Hickes, 
Coll. of Papers, p. 163.) that the Popiſh Biſhops 
are the Anti-Bilhops to the Reformed Biſhops, and | 
particularly in Ireland, where, (ſaith he.) if dan 
ſ-Þ gerons and corrupting 'DoSrines, and corrupt Wor- F 
| ſhip, condemned by the Proteſtants, do not Juſtify 
the ſetting up and continuing of other Biſhops, in 
di every Dioceſe of the Church, from the beginning 
f | of To Reformation, then ;be Proteſtant Biſhops i 
- Þ there have been all along Anti-Biſhops, and by Con- 1] 
= I ſequence the Iriſh Church (or the Church of || 
d, England, which is all one to the Argument) is, 
and bath been, Sthiſmatical, &c. or, what He faith, 
7 Page 167. ſpeaking of Anti-Biſhops by Intru/t yon, 5 
and Falſe Doctrine; viz. ſuch were the Popiſh Bi- 
r | ſhops in Queen Mary” s Reign, who were {ur into | 
of M 2 the . |} 
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the Sees of the diſt laced Proteſtant Biſhops, as He 
thinks, ſome of 1 were. Theſe things come not 
uß to the Point: nor will they anſwer our Diffi- 
culties. For the Queſtions here, are theſe. 
Is the Po, ih Church in Ireland, a Church, or 
not? Doth Their being Anti Biſhops, or, their 
 Corrufe Dodtrines, and Worſhip, render invalid all 
their Adminiſirations to their own People? If it 
doth not; then, in ſome Caſes, there may be Anti. 
_ +1jhops without that ſad Effect on either ſide; and 
Polluted Worſhip, without the dreadful Conſequen- 
ces, which are ſometimes ſet forth. And if the 
- Komiſh Pollutions have not this Effect, even under 


Anti- Biſbops; it is to be hoped Others may come] 

i. in, for a Share of this Favour. Again, 
Are theſe Cafes to be judged of, from [por t 
5 tdt̃gsance, and particular Circumſtancer? Then, there ig 
an End of the Abſolute Neceſſity of one particularſ | 
{61 Regularity, in order to God's Favour; and the 
ity Diſpute muſt come to Arguments of another na- 
1 A e 6 
Again, Who is to judge of corrupt DoFrinesÞ , 
1 and polluted Worſhip? They, who approve offt 
them, and require others to join in them? or, They : 
8 who are required to approve them, and to join in f 
„ theme If the former; then, there never was, and 
"oh never can be, any ſuch thing as Corrupt Do@rines = 
-j4 and Corruft Worjjip, even to juſtify Any Proteſtant 1 
from ſetting up at firſt, or continuing afterward'M a 
Preteſtant Biſhops in oppoſition to Popiſh. If th 1 

Latter; then, whatever Body of Chriſtiansthinky t 

11 the Dod rines and Worſhip of the Nonjurors to bY f 
LCLerruit and Folluted, is juſtified, in ſetting uy r 


BI 


Biſhops and Clergy. Farther, . 


850 
and continuing Biſhops and Clergy, againſt Their 
What is itthat juſtified the Proteſtants, 2s He 


acknowledges, in ſetting up their own 'E iſbops ? 
Was it, that the Popiſh DoFrines and V. orſſip were 


actually corrupt; or that the Proteſtants were per- 
ſuaded in their own Conſciences that They were 
ſo? The latter, without doubt das appears from 


this Demonſtration. Take wy from Them this 
Perſwaſion ;, They are ſo far from being juſtified, 


that They are condemn'd for their Departure. 


Give Them this Perſwaſion again; They are con- 
demn'd, if they do not ſeparate. Or, in ano- 
ther manner, Suppoſe a Papiſt, not perſuaded of 
that Corruption, to ſeparate ;, He is, for the want of 
that Perſuaſion alone, condemn'd: Suppoſe a Pro- 
zeftant, or one thoroughly perſuaded of that Cor- 
ru tion, to ſeparate; and He 1s- juſtified in ſo do- 
ing; or, not to ſeparate, and He is condemn'd, If 
this were duly and 1mpartially conſider'd, it 
would be impoſſible for Men, to unchriſtian, un- 
church, or, declare out of God's Favour, any of 
their Fellow-Crearures, upon any leſſer, or indeed 
any other, Conſideration, than that of a wicked Di- 
ſhoneſty and Inſincerity; of which, in theſe Caſes, 
God alone is Judge, %%% on 
But here, the Nonjurors will tell Us, (as Diſ- 
ſenters from Them, who hive ſet up Churches 
againſt Their Churches) that We are condemn'd, 


unleſs we can prove their Doctrine, and Worſhip 
to be corrupt and polluted ; or that any thing ſin- 
ful is required in their Communion, But, To IVbom 
muſt We prove this; or, To whoſe Satisfiction? 

ok. - L To 


To their Satisfaction, who are confident of the 
contrary ;, and maintain it to be the moſt undefiled ? 
or, To our own, whom They expect to conform 
toit? This will preſently be determined by put- 
ting the following Caſe. The Nonjurors ſeparate 
from the Pojih Biſhops, becauſe of corrups Do- 
arines, and poliuted Worſhip. The Popiſh Biſhop's 
tell them, If indeed, any thing inful can be pro- 
ved to be required of Ton, in our Communion, We 
acknowledge, You arc juſtified in your Separation: I. 
and This, on the other hand, the Nonjurors 7 
acknowledge to be the only Point that can juſtify e- 
them. And, therefore, They readily anſwer, I. 
that they can prove this evidently, to the De- Nc. 
orce of Demonſtration. The Popiſh Biſhops an- NC 
{wer Them, Your Arguments are far from pro- ſw 
ving it to Us ;, and reply to Them, with equal [1 
Aſſurance, and Confidence of being in the Right. C 
The Nenjurors, I am perſuaded, will then an- tt 
ſwer thus. We are not oblige] to wait till To Hir 
your ſelves are convinced. Our Bufineſs is to ſa- a! 
tisfie our ſelves, and not Tor, of the Unlawfulneſs 
of Communicating with You. We have proved it 
to t own entire Satisfaction. And there fore, 
We are obliged in Conſcience to ſeparate from Yon ; 
even tho' We can't convince Tow your ſelves that 
our Arguments have any Weight in them. 

Let this be applied to all like Caſes - and it 
will be 2 certain Rule to go by, that, as the Non- 
jurors theinſelves allow the corrupt Doctrines, and 
polluted Worſhip, of the Popiſh Biſhops, to be the 

true Ground of their own Separation, and ſetting 
up Churches againſt their Churches, and that They 
are 
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are obliged to prove this, to Themſelues only, and 
not to the Conviction of thoſe Papiſh Biſhops , be- 
fore They ſet up Biſhops againſt Them: So, the 
Separation of Others from the Nonjuring Biſhops, is 
as perfectly juſtified, by the Honeſt Perſuaſion of 
Thoſe who ſeparate from Them ; whether thoſe 
.  Nonjurors themſelves think their Reaſons good, 
or not. Otherwiſe indeed, 4% Parties are the 
Jolr Fucges in their own Caſe : and the Popiſh Par- 
y alone muſt, in the End, be in the Right, be- 
cauſe They were in Poſſeſſion when the firſt Seh 
„ration of Proteſtants was made: which therefore, 
- can never be juſtified, if the Romi) Governing 
I ccurch, (in the New Phraſe, ) were the ſole Fudge, 
>- | whether Their own-Communion were ſinful, or not. 
zl | There are Two good Reafons for making this 
t. | Controverſy the Occaſion of ſpeaking theſe Things: 
n- that our own Church, and every Proteſtant Church 
in the World, may not be abſolutely condemn'd; 
a- Jand that the Equitable Law may appear evident be- 
ſs yond all Exception, of Not Judging Any Others 
y a Rule, by which We always refuſe to be judg- 
JJV 
All this may, methinks, ſerve to allarm Our Ad- 
Perſaries themſelves, upon their own Principles, 
about the Danger, Their on Church of England 
is in, by their way of Proceeding. And perhaps, 
They, who ſeem to have but a very faint Nocion 
if the Honour, of God, and the Deſign of the. 
cel, any farther than They ſuppoſe Them to 
then i. hank, th ae er Res 
and Church, may, reccive the firſt Impreſſion and 
duſpicion of their heing miſt;ken, from this ma- 
nifeſt Tendency of their own Principles, to Unchurch 
5 Them- 


} 


ver ſaries. You can tell them, that You have not 
ſuch Notions of God, as to think it confiſtent with 
his Nature, to wrap up the moſt important of All | 

{ 


formers, who Scorn'd to take their Claim to th 
Purity of the Goſpel, from ſuch Topics; that Tor 


upon Your own being ſincerely perſuaded of th 
| Neceſſity of departing from , Thoſe, who had de 
parted from God, and deſtroyed the whole Deſig 
of his Goſpel ;, that God and Chriſt could not b 
approve of this, and therefore, could not but 2 


and have fince, Joined in it; that You cann 
put either Their, or Tour own, Eternal Salvatio 


ceſſion from the Apoſtles, becauſe this would | 
the Declaration of Chriſt , and indeed, upon wh 


Themſelves ; and to refle& back upon their own 


People and Clergy, that Excommunication, and Dam- 


nation, which They are ſo freely diſpenſing abroad, 


all around them. 


But if Any of the Popiſh Advocates ſhould offer 
ſuch Arguings to Tou, as I mentioned juſt now 


there is the ſame eaſy Way of anſwering Them, 


which there is, of replying to our Proteſtant Ad 


Points in Clouds of Obſcurity, and Uncertainty ; 


that, in Fact, there muſt have been frequent In 
Terruptions in the Succeſſion of the Chriſtian Clergy 
that the Goſpel layeth no ſtreſs upon this Matter 
but a great deal of Weight upon things of quit 


another Nature; that You imitate our Firſt Ref 


do not put the Cauſe of the Reformation, and o 
the Church of England, upon ſuch Trifies ; bu 


prove of Thoſe of the Clergy, who did at fir 


A A ae aw; OH3£AoA.A cc. Ges 


upon their Regular Ordination, and Unbroken Su 


to put it upon the Invention of Men, and n 


4 7 1 


| A Hereſy againſt Charity, as You do the Donatifts, 
who had only juſt the ſame Uncharitableſneſs, 
of Adhering to the Conſequences of their own 
Principles: But of a Hereſy againſt the very Poſ- 
fobility, and Nature of things; or of holding that, 
which throws Men out of the favour of God, 
which way ſoever they act. You know, there 
was 2 Schiſm amongſt Your ſelves, upon this Ac- 


(9) 


You may be very well affured, never was; that, 
tho? you have all reſpe& for what is Fitting, Or- 
derly, and Decent, yet, you cannot in Conſcience 


abſolutely depend upon any Sett of Men for the 
Terms of Salvation, whilſt the Goſpel it ſelf lies 
open, without renouncing Chriſlanity + nor ex- 

pect God's Graces, Benedifions, or - Abſolutions, 
from any Hands, but his own, without affronting 


Him: nor put the Eternal Happineſs of Mankind x 


abſolutely upon their agreeing in One External 
Communion, with any One particular Sett of Cler- 
gymen, without the Abſurd Suppoſition that God 


prefers an Impoſſib:lity before the Trueft Sincerity 
of Heart. : „ 


And here, I cannot forbear to mention an Ar- 


gument, which I think amounts to a Demonſtra- 
tion, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the Word, for the 


Truth of what I have now ſaid: And which! 
would apply now particularly to our Adverſaries 
F themſelves ; that they may the better feel the 


force of it, in their own Caſe. You ſay, that 


God's favour is not Diſpenſed, but in the Strict 
Communion of your particular, little, Body, or 


Church. I am not now going to accuſe you of 


count. Mr. Nelſon, for inſtance, thinks Himſelf 
173 1 
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obliged in Conſcience to communicate with ſome 


of our Church. Upon this, You declare, He 


hath no Title to God's Mercy. And You and 
all the World allow that if He Communicates 


with You, whilſt His Conſcience tells Him, it is 
a Sin, He is Self-condemn'd, and out of God's 
favour. He 1s therefore entitled to God's Wrath, 


both, if He doth Communicate with You ; and 
if He doth not. That Notion, therefore, which 
implies in it, this Great, Invincible Abſurdity, 


cannot be True. And I heartily with that A 
Parties of Chriſtians, even ſuppoſing their own 
way to be certainly, or infallibly, the Right way, 


would confider this. „ 4 
But again, Every one may find it, in his own 
Conduct, to be true, that his Title to God's fa- 


vour cannot depend upon his actual being, or 


continuing, in any particular Method; but upon 
his Real ſincerity in the conduct of his Conſcience, 


and of His own Actions, under it. Ton adhere, 
for inſtance, to the Communion of the Non, jurors. 


Why? Plainly, not becauſe it is the True, Chriſti- 


an, Communion; (for that it may be, in it ſelf, 


without your adhering to it;) but becauſe, Tou 


judge, and eſteem it ſo to be, upon your moſt 
ſerious Conſideration; and conduct your ſelf Sin- 


cerely by this dictate of your Conſcience, Your 
Title to God's favour therefore, cannot depend 


Simply upon your adhering to this Communion ; 
becauſe the very adhering to this Communion, if it 


were againſt your Conſcience, would entitle you 


to His Anger: But muſt depend upon it, conſi- 


der'd as a Conduct honeſtly enter'd into, by the 
. Dictate 


1 
Dictate of your Conſcience. The favour of God, 
therefore, follows Sincerity, condider'd as ſuch. 
And conſequently, equally follows every Equal 
Degree of Sincerity. If any Perſons, rather than 
, agree to be happy, in the company of others, 
4 chuſe to hazard their own Salvation, upon their 
own Infallible Certainty; or the Salvation of others 
"  vpon the Indiſpenſable Obligation of All Men to 
A | See what They ſee: I do not envy them a Plea- 
ſure, which hath nothing but Imagination, and 
Alſurdity, to ſupport it. To return, 
>| Authoritative Benedickion is Another of the Terms 
of Art, much uſed by our Proteſtant Adverſaries, 


and Others who follow them too cloſely : in which, 
They claim a Right to the Clergy, in one certain 
Regular Succeſſion, of Bleſſing the People. If They 
q mean no more by chi, than that, being appointed 
' in an orderly manner, to officiate in the Church, 


it is Part of their Office, to declare, out of God's 
Word, upon what Terms, He will give his 
c Bleſſing to Chriſtians ;, or to expreſs their own 
*| Hearty Wiſhes and Prayers for the People's obtain- 
48 ing that Bling; this might be underſtood. But 

to claim 2 Right to ſtand in God's Stead, in ſuch 

Senſe, that They with all their Infirmities, ane 
44 Prejudices, and Miſtakes, about Them, can abſo- 
- lutely and certainly, Ble ſome, or with-holda 
15 Bleſſing from Others; and that God Almighty, hath _ 
4 obliged Himſelf to Blefs, or not to Bleſs, with | 
| their Voice alone: this is the Higheſt W as 

tit puts a Power, which nothing but Infallibility can 

| ſupport, into the Hands of Men, remaining Weak, 
e and Fallible; and, as I think, the Higheſt Blaſpbe- 
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of Men, above Himſelf; and to put out of his 


Advantage againſt their Proteſtant Fellow- Labour - 
ers, For if it be true that ſuch a Power is diſ- 
lodged from Heaven, and lodged in the Hands of 


 lity is firſt lodged there e becaule that alone 1s ſuffi. 
cient for ſo great and ſo important a Truſt. 


their preſumpruous Claim, to an Authoritative Ab- 
to Fallible Men, But, No Abſolution can be Au- 


rhoritative, which 1s not certainly to. be depended 


ritative Abſolution, properly ſo called, can be- 
long to any Men living. God Himſelf. hath de- 
clared, in His Goſpel, the Conditions, upon which 


. ſolution, therefore, muſt depend upon Sinners 
don'd, it They do come up to them : and they 
that All Sinners, coming up to thele Conditions, 
are abſolved: This is one Part of the Office 


of Miniſters , which they may apply to the 
Caſe of any particular Penitent, conditionally. 


ticular Perſons may depend upon that Abſolution 


EY 


my, as it ſuppoſeth Almighty God, to place a Sett 


own Hands, the Diſpoſal of his own Blæſſings and 
Curſes, And here again, the Papiſts find a vaſt 


the Church; it isa ſtrong Argument that Infallibi- 


The fame You will find a ſufficient Reply to 
ſolution. An infallible Abſolution cannot belong 


upon ; nor certainly to be depended upon, 
which is not Infallible, Therefore, No Autho- 


alone, He will pardon and accept Thoſe, who 
have been Sinners: z. e. abſolve Them. All Ab- 


coming up to thoſe Conditions, They are par- 


are not pardon'd, if they do not. To repreſent 
theſe. Conditions to the World; and to declare 


: ©" . 
4 & 4 : 


But to allume to Themſelves the Power o 
abſolving particular Perſons, ſo that Thoſe par- 


( 
C 


certainly, 
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certainly, is to aſſume to Themſelves, either a 
igbt to diſpenſe with thoſe Conditions which 
God himſelf hath fixed, and to put their Aut hori- 
rative Ab gut ion in the Stead of them; or elſe, a 
Power of knowing the Hearts and Sincerity of 
Men, which God alone knows. To aſſume this, 
ithout firſt aſſuming Infallibility, is Nonſenſe | 
and to aſſume Infallibify, is Blaſphemy. All Hu. 
mane Abſolutions muſt be Uncertain As Uncertain | 
as thoſe Conditions in the Perſon to be abſolved, 
upon which it muſt depend. And therefore can- 
- {otbe Authoritative © becauſe that Word is of no 
> Wmportance here, unleſs it ſignify ſomething to be 
] 


depended upon, as Certain. 
If they amuſe You with that Power which our 

aviour lodged with His Apoſtles; Whoſoever Sins 
pe remit, they are remitted to Them, and whoſoever 
ins Te retain, they axe retained ; orthe like: You 
nay anſwer ſecurely that it is impoſlible for Tow 
1 iſto depend upon this Right, in Them, as any thing 
o Certain, till they, prove to You that Every thing 
- Ipoken to the Apoſtles, belongs to Miniſters in all 
Ages of the Church. This it is impoſſible for Them 
o prove. And therefore, it is impoſlible to draw 
a certain Concluſion from it. As for the Nature 
f the thing; It is much more probable that theſe 

ords referr'd to ſomething Extraordinary and Su- 
ernatural in the Apoſtles, for the Propagation of 
he Goſpel, at firſt, than to any thing, in the or- 


1e Pinary ſettled Condition of the Church. And 
v. Tho it be ſuppoſed: that We cannot fix the true 
of Plain Meaning of this Text; yet, (which is the 


ext beſt thing, and of equal Importance, with 
eſpect to the preſent Comroverſy,) We can cer- 


tain] 1 
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tainly fix, what is not the Meaning of it. For 
Whatſoever contradicts the Natural Notions © 
God, and the Deſign and Tenour of the Goſpe 
cannot be the True Meaning of any 'Paſſage i 
that Goſpel, But, to make the Abſolurions 0 


| 


. Weak, Fallible Men, ſo neceſſary, or ſo valid 
that God will not pardon any without them, ani 
that All are pardon d, who have them pronoun 
ced over them; is to contradict thoſe Notions, a 
well as the plain Tenour of the Goſpel : which ex 
preſly declareth Men to be in God's Favour upo 

their forſaking their Sins, and as expreſly cont 
- nues to Almighty God the Diſpoſal of His Own F. 

yours, upon his own Terms, which was always H 

Prerogatibe. Therefore, It cannot be the Tru 

Intent of this Paſſage now before Us, to gi 

any ſuch Foweto Men, OO 

If we look back upon our Seviour Himſelf, wff 

* ſhall find that, when He deelares in the Goſpel th: 

the Son of Man bad Power upon Earth to forgi 

Sins, even He himſelf either meant by it, t 

Power of a miraculous Releaſing the Man fro! 

his Affiition, (which was look'd upon ns the P 

niſbment of Sin ;) or, if it related to anoth 

more ſpiritual Senſe of the Words, the Pow 
of declaring only that the Man's Sins were fo 
given by God. By his ſupernatural Knowledj 

(not by that which belong'd to Him, as a m 
Man,) He knew that God was going to ſhe 
Mercy to the Man. But his way of Expreſſi 
was, Thy Sins are forgiven Thee. This was plai 

ly to acknowledge, and keep up, that true N 

tion, that God alone forgiverh Sins, And 0 


ab Co xl wh 


2 Eg. 


2 5 


4 


ä 


aviour, knowing. the Caſe of the May thers 
poken to, aſſured Him of God's Forgiveneſs, 


Ei, Sins were forgiven by God. And the Son of 


Pe 
y and infallibly knew it to be true. And fo, 


ith reſpe& to that particular Perſon; and could 
ave had no Place in our Lord himſelf, had He 


his Man, or to other Men. 


nderſtand the Power of remitting and retaining 


doſing that they applied it to the certain Ab ſolution 


as know of; ) it is plain, They could do it up- 


Weclared This Will about Thoſe particular Perſons. 
ot that They themſelves ab. any Men; or 


oy ſuch Occaſion, They declared a Matter 


an's Power to forgive Sins upon Earth, was plain- 
Wy to declare this to Him, of whom He certain- 


Ii o any Others. This aroſe, you ſee, wholly from 
in E infallible Knowledge of the Will of God, 


deen a mere Man, without any infallible Know- 


ho cage 5 Himſelf, Or. Communication of Knowledg 2 5 


rom God, concerning His Will, and Favour to 
Thus, the Apoſtles, likewiſe, might poſſibly 
ins, to be the ſame with that Power of laying their 
ands upon the Sick, to which a miraculous Reco- 


very was particularly promiſed by Chriſt, Or, ſup- 


of particular Perſons (of which we read nothing, 
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pn no other bottom but this, that God's Will, and 
Pood Pleaſure, about ſuch particular Perſons, was 
nfallibly communicated to Them; and that They 


inder'd them from being abſolved by God; Not 
Fhat God was obliged to tie, and untie; to bind 
nd to looſe, the Guilt of Men, according to their 
Declarations, conſider'd as Their own Deciſions, 
and their own Determinations : But that, upon 


of 


 } © 
of Fact, infallibly made known to them by God; 
either that He was ready to beſtow his Mercy up 
on ſuch and ſuch particular Perſons, or that H 
was angry with Them. This can be the only" 
Meaning of that Paſſage, ſuppoſing it to relate tofſ% 
Ab ſolution. It muſt ariſe from extraordinary Com 
munications of Knowledge from God; and conſe 
quently, cannot relate, in the fame ſenſe, to an 
Sett of Men in the ordinary ſtate of the Church 
void of ſuch Communications of Infallible Nom 
ledge, as could be, even in the Apoſtles, the onl 
foundation of any ſuppoſed Authoritative Ab ſolu 
tion. VVV 
But All that it can poſſibly convey to Any, wht 
ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Spiritual Office, ſux 
poſing it to relate to this ſubject, is a Righr to d 
their Duty; to declare Perſons Abſolved fro 
their Sins by God, ſo far, and no farther than 
as They come up to Thoſe Conditions, upon hic 
our Lord hath himſelf fixed their Acquittance, o 
Juſtiſication. This is A that a Fallible Man, ii 
the higheſt Office in this World, is capable of: An 
ought to be more to his Satisfaction, than to havf”! 
in hie Power, the Authoritative Diſpoſal of thi 
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jt Salvation or Damnation, of his Fellow-Creatur © 
1 But They, who are firſt Infallible, may certainliut 


claim the Power of what is here called Authorii . 
17 tive eb ſolution. And therefore, it is very Col 


j ſiſtent in the Churchof Rome, if They are reſolv! 
bn to have the larter, to ſuppoſe) and claim the- | 
t mer: Which may undoubtedly, be claimed, when 


ever the other is allowed to be. ee 
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The Reſtult of the Whole, is this. God is true 
and Juſt, and Good. The Goſpel is a plain De- 
claration of his Will. He cannot put the Eter- 
nal Salvation of his Creatures upon any thing, but 
what He puts in their Power to do, and to be 
ſatisfied about. He cannot put into tlie Hands 


1 


IM 

feof weak fallible Men, Privileges and Powers, whicll 

nycannot be exercifed as they ouglit to be, without 
chMnfallibility. He reſerves to Himſelf the Authort 
ſſtative Diſpenſation of his Favour, and of his Au- 


ger, to his Creatures, whoſe Hearts no one knows 
but Himſelf, upon his own Terms: for which He 
ath appointed a Day, in which He himſelf will 
judge the World. From all which it follows; 
hat the Benelits of his Ordinances, his Benedi&ton, 


1s Abſolution, are in his own Hands; come from Þ 
imſelf; and cannot depend upon Regularties, . 

and Niceties, impoſſible, or improbable ; but are 6 

nc Hiſpenſed by Him, according to the inward Dif= |} 
ooſtions, and Qualifications of Them, who wait 
| Þor them: that this is ſo far from leaving Tou, of 1 
Anhe Chriſtian Laity, to any undue Freedom and Las 


nav} itude, (as it is ſometimes objected,) that it lay- 
thiferh the higheſt Obligation upon You to uſe all 
ure our Sincerity, to know God's Will, and your 
injÞutmoſt Endeavours to perform it; that it puts 
ri our Happineſs upon this, becauſe nothing elſe is 
Coſſcrtain, and becauſe conſequently nothing elſe 
loan give you Support, or Comfort; that this will 
e ſo far from leading Tou to diſregard the Peace, 
rp ndiUnicy of Chriſtians, that it will mbke Tut 
Ponſcientiouſly ſollicitous about it, and reſolved to 
refer nothing before i ereedt Furiryand Conſei- 


ence: 


. 
13 
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of Fa#, infallibly made known to them by God 
either that He was ready to beſtow his Mercy up- 
on ſuch and ſuch particular Perſons, or that He 
was angry with Them. This can be the only 


 Abſolution. It muſt ariſe from extraordinary Com 
munications of Knowledge from God; and conſe 
quently, cannot relate, in the ſame ſenſe, to an 
Sett of Men in the ordinary ſtate of the Church 


ledge, as could be, even in the Apoſtles, the oni 
* BON 


\ ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Spiritual Office, ſup 
| poſing it to relate to this ſubject, is a Right to d 
their Duty; to declare Perſons Abſolved fro 
their Sins by God, ſo far, and no farther than 
as They come up to Thoſe Conditions, upon hic 
our Lord hath himſelf fixed their Acquittance, of 
Juſtiſication. This is A that a Fallible Man, ii 
the higheſt Office in this World, is capable of: An 
ought to be more to his Satisfaction, than to hav 
in his Power, the Authoritative Diſpoſal of thi 


But They, who are firſt Infallible, may certain! 
claim the Power of what is here called Authorii 
tive Ab ſolut ion. And therefore, it is very Coe 
ſiſtent in the Church of Rome, if They are reſolve 
to have the larter, to ſuppoſe and claim tlie 
mer; Which may undoubtedly, be claimed,” whe 
ever the other is allowed to he. 


( 96 ) 


Meaning of that Paſſage, ſuppoſing it to relate to 


void of ſuch Communications of Infallible Know 
foundation of any ſuppoſed Authoritative Abſoluf 
But All that it can poſſibly convey to Any, wh 


Salvation or Damnation, of his Fellow. Creature 
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and Juſt, and Good. The Goſpel is a plain De- 
claration of his Will, He cannot put the Eter- 
nal Salvation of his Creatures upon any thing, but 
what He puts in their Power to do, and to be 
ſatisfied about. He cannot put into the Hands 


e of weak fallible Men, Privileges and Powers, which 
nycannot be exerciſed as they onght to be, without 
I fallibility. He reſerves to Himſelf the Authort- 
tative Diſpenſation of his Favour, and of his An- 
nher, to his Creatures, whoſe Hearts no one knows 
Mut Himſelf, upon his own Terms: for which He 


13th appointed a Day, in which He himſelf will 


1imſelf ; and cannot depend upon Repularities, 


| Þor them: that this is ſo far from leaving Tor, of 
An 
1a 

th 
ure 
in 
it. 


your Sincerity, to know God's Will, and your 
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Colertain, and becauſe conſequently nothing elſe 
Ivan give you Support, or Comfort; that this will 
fe fo far from leading Tou to diſregard the Peace, 
hen nd:Unity of Chriſtians, that it will mate Tor 
Ponſcientiouſly ſollicitous about it, and reſolved to 
er nothing before i: exoept Fufityand Conſti- | 
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The Refillt of the Whole, is this. God is true, 


judge the World. From all which it follows, 
hat the Benelits of his Ordinances, his Benediction, 
his Abſolution, are in his own Hands; come from 


nd Niceties, impoſſible, or improbable ; but are 
diſpenſed by Him, according to the inward Dif- 
politions, and Qualifications of Them, who wait 


he Chriſtian Laity, to any undue Freedom and La- 
itude, (as it is ſometimes objected,) that it lay- 
eth the higheſt Obligation upon You to uſe all 


tmoſt Endeavours to perform it; that it puts 
your Happineſs upon this, becauſe nothing elſe is 
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ence : but, when you are ſecure of Your Integrity 
before God, and of your ſincere Diſpoſition to 
ſearch after His Will, and to receive the Truth, 


in the love of Truth, whenſoever, and from 


 whomſoever it is offer'd , this will, I confeſs, lead 
Tou, (as it ought, all of Us,) not to be afraid of 
the Terrors of Man, or the vain Words of, Regular 
and Uninterrupted Succeſſions ;, Authoritative Bene- 
ditions, Excommunications, or Abſolutions ; Nulli- 
ry, or Validity, of God's Ordinances to the People, 
upon account of Niceties and Trifles , or any o- 
ther the like Dreams of Thoſe who have ſeparated 
Themſelves, or of Thoſe who follow Them in theſe 
Doctrines; or indeed, any thing but what He 
who is Your Lord, and Maſter, and Fudge, hath 
HFimſelf declared that Your Salvation ſhall depend 
upon. And as J am ſure, that it is Upright and 
Honeſt, to {peak thus plainly ; and to inculcate this 
upon Tou Sol am as (ure, it is the only certain 
Method of preventing, or expelling the Poiſon off 
| Thoſe who are gone out from Us, becauſe they werti 
not of Us; and will, in the End, prove the only 
Effectual Merhod, of preſerving this Proteſtant Chris 
ſlian Church, (which it ſelf directs it's Membery 
to the Holy Scriptures as their ſole Infallible, -on 
Authoritative Guide,) and of making it a Praiſe in 
"tbe whole Earth. A Os 
To conclude, As this Controverſy reſpects out 
preſent Civil Conſtitution; as well as Our Church 
and that Goſpe ] upon which it hath expreſly found 
ed All it's own Pretenſions, and all the Religioſ 


of it's Members; nothing is wanting toward: 
your right judging, in every Part of it, but 
ſeriou 
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B 
to ſerious Application of your Minds, to ſome few 
h, ¶ Common Uncontefted Principles of C ibi Government; 4 
mP and to the plain and expreſs Declarations of the 
ad Goſpel it ſelf, The One will teach Ton the Extent 
ol of Civil Government to every thing neceſſary for 
arfit's Preſervation ; and the Evident Right of our 
Iufrious Royal Family tothe Throne of theſe King- 
dome; which will add Zeal to your Submiſſion : 
and the Other will teach You the Extent of the 
ROffice of the Chriſtian Clergy, as well as Tour own 
Duty; and above all, Your Right to God's Graces, 
[4b ſolution, and Benedi@ion, upon the Conditions of 
im, who offers Them to You, without any re- 
oard 1 to the Outcries of Humane Terror, or the So- 
mn Denunciations of any Men upon Farth. 
It is both your Duty and your Intereſt to ſtudy 
hitheſe rf Principles of all Truth; and Chriſtianity 
ainyn it's firſt Simplicity. The moſt Important Points 
1 olffre ſo plain, that they will coſt you no more Time, 
ver than what is neceſſary to One ſerious Conſidera- 
nl tion of them. Al, that mean truly, and honeſt- 
Jy, the Happineſs of the Nation; or the Benefit 
ber df Chriſt's Church and People; will both encourage 
ol and applaud Your Enquiry. I have endeavoured, 
ſe For my part, to go before You ; and to point out 
She Way to the Main Parts of it. And when You 
 outYre once Maſters of Them, They are full of ſuch 
rel fonſequences, as will be of vaſt Advantage to Tors 
and$t all times; but, particularly, at this time, will 
gioſnake you able not only to oppoſe, but to over- 
ardYhrow, all, even the moſt Learned Artifices made 
ut ſe of by our eAdverſaries, for the 8 and 


ioufpropagation, of their Cauſe. 
0 2 In 


the Peace, the Happineſs, of that Society to which 
You belong, will eafily, and ſafely conduct You 
both to know, and to do, the Will of God. In 
all Your Religious Concerns, that affect Your ErerÞ 


_ Your Rule is plain, and evident. Chriſt is You 
ſole Law-giver, and Your ſole Judge, as to thoſe 


Britiſh Proteſtants, who Pray for King GEORGE 


Worſhip, differ from their own. And Theſe again 


ever their Terrors can extend themſelve 
They may thus ſcatter Damnation about; play 


Themſelves that this Power of the Keys ſhuts ou 


Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. But it is in truth 
alone, that ſhall cut You off from Him; and de 
clared a Curſe upon All who Preach any other Go. 


Not made ſo. 


\ don; ! 
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In all your Civil Concerns, the Publick Good 


nal Salvation, and Your Title to God's Favour, 


Points. The Papiſts may Excommunicate the Proj 
teſtant Nonjurors, The Nonjurors may Excommu 
nicate the Hiph-Church-Men, as well as All othe 


Theſe again may Excommunicate, Unchurch, Un 
chriftian, Thoſe, whoſe Church. Government, o 


may exerciſe the ſame Spiritual Diſcipline, where 


ing, one would think, as the Man in the Proverb: 
with Firebrands, and Death, and ſaying, Are M. 
not in Short? And they may every one, flatte 


from the Catholic Church here, and from thi 


only from Themſelves, that They can Excommu 
nicate And this is very often their own Crime 
and their own Loſs. But Chriſt himſelf, and H 
Apoſtles, have plainly told you, what it is, and wha 


pel: and conſequently, who add any thing, as al 
ſolutely neceſſary to His Favour, which He hat 


6 


* 
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It is therefore, Your Duty, Your Privilege, and 
Your Intereſt, to obſerve Thoſe Paſſages in the New 
Teſtament in which the Genius and Great Deſign, 
of the Goſpel, is purpoſely expreſs d; and Thoſe, in 
which it is purpoſely and expreſly declared, upon 
| what ſort of things, Chriſt willacquit, or condemn 
| You, at the laſt Day. They were written for 
You, and they need no Interpreter. Remember 
| always that, Theſe being plain, there can be no- 
thing intended in any obſcurer Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture, inconſiſtent, or diſagreeable to Theſe: much 
leſs, that Any of the Pretenſes, or conſequential 
Arguings of Men; or any Precedents and Examples 
off of Men after the Apoſtles, tho' never ſo Pious, or 
ain Great; can have any Weight againſt, or equal to, 
rel Them. Theſe will be your ſafe, and unmoveable 
Retreat. And whilſt you adhere to them, you 
will ever be {ure that not the leaſt Tittle of Your 
Salvation, or Damnation, depends upon the Will 
Jof Weak Men; but All upon God and Your Selves - 
that Humane Benedictions; Humane Abſolutions ; 
Humane Denunciations; Humane Excommunications, 
have nothing to do with the Favour or Anger of 
God ;, and that Every one of Us, (which is the Un- 
ſpeakable and indeed the only Comfort of All Sin- 
cere and Upright Minds,) zs ro give an Account of 
A Himſelf, (after All theſe Humane Engines have 
what work'd as long as Providence permits them,) to 


1 dey God, our Father, who knows the Thoughts of 

G Men; and eſs Chriſt, his Beloved Son, to whom 

s abit is peculiarly reſerv'd, 20 bring to light the hidden 

hat rings of Darkneſs, and to make manifeſt the Coun- 
els of the Heart, 8 ; 


| „„ 
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As for Your ſelves, therefore, Stand faſt in thar 


F 


Liberty, with which God, and Chriſt, have made 
Tow free. FVV 
And as for Our Adverſaries, If all that can be- 
ſaid, tho' from the moſt evident Principles, cannot 
convince their Conſciences, or alter their Con-He 


duct, nothing remains, I think, but to aſſure 


Them that We have an 1uftrious Royal Family, f I 

who both Underſtand and Value their Right to | 

the Britiſh Crown : Whom neither the Flattery of M. 
Falſe Friends, nor the Terror of Real Enemies, can | 


move, either from a Sacred Regard to their Peo- |; 


ple's Legal Rights and Liberties, or from a ſted- 
faſt Aſſerting and Maintaining their own Legal 
Powers and Prerogativerg. — 
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BOOKS written 15 the e Right Reverend (ater: 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor, and printed for James 


15 NAP TON, af the Crown in Sr. Paul's-Church« 
Ze Tard. | 
de H E Meaſures of Submiſſion to the Civil Ma- 


4 


giſtrate conſider d. In a defenſe of the Do- 
Ae Aver in a Sermon, preach'd before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
„ End Citizens, of London, Sept. 29. 1705. The 
* Fourth Edition. In which are added, 1. An Ac- 
£ ſceſſtion- Sermon, preached March 8. 1704-5. 2. A 
ermon concerning the Unhappineſs of Abſolute 
Monarchy, &c. 3. A Sermon concerning St. Paul = 
Behaviour Wand the Civil Magiſtrate, pr. 39. 
al} The Original, and Inſtitution, of Civil Govern- 
Ement, Diſcuſs'd; viz. I. An Examination of the 
¶ Patriarchal Scheme of Government. II. A Defenſe 
%, Mr. Hooker's Judgment, &c. againſt the Obje- 
Ictions of ſeveral late Writers. To which is added, 
A large Anſwer to Dr. F. Arrerburys Charge of 
Rebellion: In which the Subſtance of 8 late Latin 
Permon is produced, and fully examined. The 
Second Edition. pr. 5s. 
Several Diſcourſes concerning the Terms of 
\cceptance with God. In which, 1. The Terms 
| themſelves are diſtinctly laid down; as they are 
propoſed to Chriſtians in the New Teſtament. 


al '| 


* And, 2. Several falſe Notions of the Conditions 


of Salvation conſidered. And particularly, Of 
| being ſaved by Faith. Of truſting to external 
Performances. Of the Power of Charity to cover 
Sins. Of relying upon the Merits of Chriſt. Of 
Man' $ Weakneſs, and God's Grace, Of Repen- 


tance. 


— — — 


tance. of the Example of the Thief o on the C Crofs. 
Of truſting to a Death+hed' Sorrow. Of the Parable 
of the Labourers in the Vineyard. Of depending 
upon Amendment in Time to come. pr. 56. 
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Lit odndtion to the Second Part; and a 
lating to the Third Part, of Mr. Calamy's 8 Defenſe offi 
Moderate Nonconformity. Pr. 6s. LH 
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Mr. Fleetwood, concerning Miracles. Written, A. D. 4 
0 2. A Letter about the Biſpop Votes; upon 
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verend Dr. Francis Atterbury, « concerning Fir tue, and 
Vite, 1706. 4. A Second Letter, in Anſwer to his 


Ancient Prophets, in Anſwer, to Sir R. B. 1709. 


which Chriſtianity hath been made the Occaſion. 


Subjection, and Infidelity. pr. 6s. 


: F ourth Edition. 
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at the Royal Chapel at St. James s, on the 29th of 
May,.1716. The Second Edition; pr. 4d. 


Timothy Childe,” 
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The Reaſonableneſs of Conformity to the Church 
of England : In two Parts: With the Defenſe of it, 
and the Per ſuaſtve to Lay Conformity. The Third E. i 

dition. To which is added, the brief Defenſe of E 
pi ſcopal Ordination. Together with the 1 oa to the 


cript re- , $ 


Several Tracts formerly publiſhed : Now collected! | 
into one _Volume.cviz. 1. A Letter to the Reverend 


Theſe Three laſt printed for Fames Knagton, and 5 


the Occaſional Bill, ei. 4; A Letter e the Re- 1 


Large Vindication, 1708. 5. A Vindication of che 


6. Some Conſiderations offered to the Lord Bito I 
of Exeter, 1709. . An Humbly Reply to theLerill | 
Biſhop of Exeter, 170. 8. Queries to the Authors 
of the late Diſcourſe” of Free, Thinking, 1713. To 
which are added, Six Sermons, never before pub- 
liſned: viz. TW Sermons concerning the Evils, of 


Four Sermons concerning the Extreams of Implicit 13 


Ibe preſent Deluſion of many Proteſtants, conſider d 1 
in a Sermon preach' d in the Pariſh- Church of St. P. 
| ter's Poor, in Broad: A. eet, N. ovember 5. 1715. The 


The Re ſtorat ĩon made a Bleſing to Ts, by 13 Kale ; 
ant Succeſion, A Sermon preached 6 the King 
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